Revelation Study Guide
Chapter 3 - Laodicea

Rev 3:14 (KJV) And unto the angel of the church of ltla@diceansvrite: These thingsaiththe Amen, the faithful
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

This last church represents the last church age. It will be the major movement in Christianity just before the Raptucautithe



It will not be the only church around. At least five of the other churches mentioned will still be functioning. Ephesuseltéast its first
love, had its candlestick plucked. The Smyrna age ended when Emperor Constantine lifted the persecutions from the cugchhdhr
ages, however, there have been many who suffered as the Smyrna members and have been comforted by its med2aganite
church represented the Greek Orthodox. Followigrgamosvas Thyatira or the Roman Catholic Church, then Sardis, the church of the
Reformation; after Sardis, Philadelphthe Holiness church that dearly loved the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the missiomenywdich
kept the Word of God, especially concerning the Rapture of the church. Jesus promised to keep that church from thenlrithdatio
message ended with a warning to not let any man take their crown. Now we have come to the last of theLsedicea. This chefn, in
my opinion, finds its fulfillment in the Charismatic and the "Church Growth" movements. In its ranks are the "Word ofdvaitteM," the
"Prosperity Movement," the "Third Wave," "Seeker Friendly" church growth methods, "Purpose Driven" system of theChviegd
planting and its clones. As we look at the evidence found in the name, the history, and the message of this church tyraf tteodicea
that the church is in, everything will come into focus.

Laodicea was founded Circa 260 B.C. by Antiochus Il. He named the city for his
Laodiceilwhom he later divorced). The Romans took control of the city in 129 B.C
and made it a "free city."

In time it became a large and prosperous city. It was known for its famous hot ,
springs, a medical center which produced a Phrygian eye salve, which was in gree
demand, and a prosperous wool industry which specialized in black wool. Notice
Rome took control of Laodicea. This church age will find itself controlled and fille
with Roman Catholic doctrine.

Laodicea was a popular
place for wealthy people
to retire. This made the city

a famous banking center. The wealth of the city caused her to be proud and
selfsufficient. Unfortunately, the material prosperity of the citizens produced a
very materialistic church. This church could only exist in a wealthy city. This
movement must have a wealthy area to thrive. This has been provided by the
United States.




Laodicea was populated with Jews and Syrians whom Antiochus Il had moved from Babylon. It was a city made up of pedpenmoved
one place to another. What was true of the city was true of the church. The church age Laodicea represented would algoueomad
people moving from one place to another. They were Baptist, Methodist, and Pentecostal Holiness, who are moved into the new
movements, thinking that they are going to be a part of the "Great End Time Movement." Many members of Philadelphisemitkéx t

to abandon their spiritual heritage and journey to Laodicea. The "M&garch MovementWould be like a huge fishing net entrajoyg
believers from every corner of the Christian séawould not be Christ but Antichrist who moves these people to the Laodigeand
church. As we will learn later, Antiochus actually means Antichrist.

How and where the church received its name is most enlightening. The city where the church was founded got its namedobos Anti
(AntiochusTheo9, who built it. He named the church after his wife. A woman whom history reveals belongs in the company of women
Jezebel of Old Testament fame and the Jezebel of the Thyatira church and "Mystery Babylon" of Revelation 17.

Her name in Greek Isaodikeia It comes from two words:
Lao = people andecia R S-&a@ right (as selevident), i.e.,
justice (the principle, a decision, or its executigagdgment,
punish, vengeancdecia= justice. Laodicea means "justice
for the people” or a people who will suffer the vengeance
and punishment of God.

The name of I 2 R Au€b&rd dvas AntiochuBheos His
name is also revealing. Antiochus means "against" or
“instead of."Theosis the Greek word for God. Together his
name means "instead of God" or "Antichridtdodicewas
married to Antichrist.

Note:the Laodicearthurch ends up married to Antichrist since Jesus promised to spew her out, she will not go in the Rapture of the cl
unless she repents. Laodicea will meet the Antichrist.

Antiochus assumed the nanféeosafter conquering some of PtolenBhiladelphu® LIJS2 LJX S® 2 KSy ! y i A 2 OKdza
people, they began to worship him like he was a god, calling himeds" He liked the sound of it and assumed the title as his personal
name. This man is called the King of the South in the book of Daniel. The Kings of the South were the Kings of Egypingftaew
people fromPhiladelphus Antiochus now thought he was God; this has a parallel in#uelicearage. Many who make up the ranks of the
Laodicearchurch are people stolen from the Philadelphia church age buy those who assume titles and powers belonging to God.



PtolemyPhiladelphushad much in common with the Philadelphian church, a churc
which kept the Word of God as its strength. The redeeming qualiBhdadelphusvas
that he set the Jews in his kingdom free. He paid their masters silver in exchange
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deliverer, God, or Christ Savior." This m&deladelphus type of son of God who
would save and deliver. It is from him the Antichrist (Antiochus) stole. Ptolemy
Philadelphusvanted the Bible of the Jews translated into Greek, the language of t
common man of that day. He requested the High Priest of I9deehzgrto send an
authentic copy of Mosaic law and men to translate it into the Greek langugazar
sent 72 men. Their finished work was called the Septuagint version of the Bible. It
rendered the Old Testament Scriptures intelligible to a vast number of people. The Septuagint is considered one of stdrgisadé the
Greek conquest.

When the church started to assemble the canon of scripture the Gspekking churches adopted the Septuagint together with the

KoineGreek New Testament. The Septuagint is still the official Bible of the Greek Orthodox Church.
It is used by biblical scholars to understand how the Old Testament may have been interpreted anciently. Also, it i®thef veesJewish
Bible most used by the writers of the New Testament. It was the "King James Bible" of that day and remains the Bibésiof the E
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they rejected the book of Revelation and left it out of their canon. They also lost the epistles written to them by Pawjédted and lost
the part of the Word of God they most needed. They became blind without the Word of God. That is what will happelnatadibean
church age. It is common when new doctrines and practices are questioned, the Prophets of Laodicea warn the criticsvahihgseot
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will blind a person spiritually. Pastors who are being trained into the "Seeker Friendly Churches" are encouraged tersagis @uemising
not to preach anything controversial or doctrinal on Sunday. Such preaching might offend the "Seeker" and the attendarstgfenigh

Back to Antiochu3heosand Laodice-Laodicehad been put away by Antiochus as a condition of a treaty with
PtolemyPhiladelphusPhiladelphugyave Antiochus his daught@&gerenice She was to be the true queen and her
issue was to inherit the throne. In order to have peace Witiladelphus Antiochus had to putaodiceaway--

divorce her. LatelPhiladelphuglied and Antiochus recallddaodice She wanted to gain control of the kingdom.
Laodicecaused Antiochus to be poisoned. She wanted to gain control of the kinddwrdicecaused Antiochus to

be poisoned. When he was dying she placed his double in his bed he looked and sounded like Antiochus. His r
wasArtemonwhich means "something ready; something hung up; the mainsail of a vessel." It is wind which allo
the mainsail to move the ship. The mainsail was not the Thalos but an actor who moved the people whichever
direction Laodicedesired.




I NJi S Weaiog @ds so similar to that @heos that the people could not tell the difference. You can certainly see the parallel in the
ministries of today. We are told God moves in "waves." This is the "third wave." What causes waves? Wind is often tHeyemaiseaves
which toss ships around. It is easy to see why God placed these words in th€Boblel:14 KJV) "That we henceforth be no more
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about widvery wind of doctrine by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they
lie inwait to deceive” The people heard the voice Bheog 0 dzii A (0 ThiebstGyd it wallB dodnferdeit voice. The fake voice of
Theoscaused the people to remove the rightful quedsefenicg and heir and replace them witbaodiceand her sonsLaodicedid not
believe she was safe witBerenicealive so she had her killed. The éxabdiceof our day is trying to kill the pure church.

Never fearGod is on His throne. Justice came to the woman whose name means "judgméati'f R S { LIk
son reigned. He was S NB ybiotBe® Hid name was PtolenBvergetsneaning "Benefactor." The _
"Benefactor" mobilized his army and pludodiceto death. The great benefactor Jesus Christ is coming @
will leave Laodicea to her judgment.

(The kings of this drama are recorded in Daniel the eleventh chapter. This chapter ends
with the revealing of the Antichrist. Antiochu3heosis in the lineage of the Antichrist.)

that reveals to us the nature and characteristics of the final church age. It will reveal Jesus!
attitude concerning the Laodicea church. As we will learn as we study the text of the message,
there is something very nauseating about this church. Jesus will tell them that he is ab '
vomit them out.
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Laodicea will have nothing to which Jesus could compliment. Thageasmpliment for the last church. Therensthing good about this
church. This should be warning enough not to be a part ofBewarned! Run from the "Seeker Friendly" and the "Prosperity"
movementslike your soul depends on it, because it does!

Laodicea will receive only a rebuke which will be repudiation to all that they are, all that they teach, and all theyntepaeseat the
words used in their rebukéknowesty 2 i G KI G (GK2dz NI oNBGOKSRIZ I yR YWa&dyeting S >
ready to look at people who are wretched, who are miserable. Imagine a pastor and church in a rich city that are sambtdobedy and
naked. This is the prophetic picture of the "End Time Church" and its ministry.
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Rev 3:14 "And unto the angel of the church"

The word "Angel” in our text is in reference to the pastor of the local church in Laodicea. It wol
also represent the overall ministry of the last church age lthedicearage. This is a rejected
church. The Lord warns the pastor that he is about to vomit them out of his mouth. The messa
to the Laodicean®nds with Jesus standing on the outside of the church knocking on the door.

It is this pastor who causes such a deplorable condition. This type of minister or ministry is
referenced in other prophetic verses. Notice the following passage, it is a warning of the blindn
that false ministry can pass on to those that are under its influence. Our last pastor causes his
followers to become blind.

"(Mat 15:13-14 KJV) But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath r
planted, shall be rooted up{14} Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the
blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch
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