
Rev 3:14 (KJV) And unto the angel of the church of the Laodiceanswrite: These things saith the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the beginning of the creation of God;

This last church represents the last church age. It will be the major movement in Christianity just before the Rapture of thechurch. 



It will not be the only church around. At least five of the other churches mentioned will still be functioning. Ephesus, becauseit lost its first 
love, had its candlestick plucked. The Smyrna age ended when Emperor Constantine lifted the persecutions from the church. Through the 
ages, however, there have been many who suffered as the Smyrna members and have been comforted by its message. The Pergamos
church represented the Greek Orthodox. Following Pergamoswas Thyatira or the Roman Catholic Church, then Sardis, the church of the 
Reformation; after Sardis, Philadelphia--the Holiness church that dearly loved the Lord Jesus Christ. This was the missionary church which 
kept the Word of God, especially concerning the Rapture of the church. Jesus promised to keep that church from the Tribulation. The 
message ended with a warning to not let any man take their crown. Now we have come to the last of the seven--Laodicea. This church, in 
my opinion, finds its fulfillment in the Charismatic and the "Church Growth" movements. In its ranks are the "Word of Faith Movement," the 
"Prosperity Movement," the "Third Wave," "Seeker Friendly" church growth methods, "Purpose Driven" system of the "Mega-Church" 
planting and its clones. As we look at the evidence found in the name, the history, and the message of this church and the city of Laodicea 
that the church is in, everything will come into focus. 

Laodicea was founded Circa 260 B.C. by Antiochus II. He named the city for his wife, 
Laodice(whom he later divorced). The Romans took control of the city in 129 B.C. 
and made it a "free city." 

In time it became a large and prosperous city. It was known for its famous hot 
springs, a medical center which produced a Phrygian eye salve, which was in great 
demand, and a prosperous wool industry which specialized in black wool. Notice 
Rome took control of Laodicea. This church age will find itself controlled and filled 
with Roman Catholic doctrine.

Laodicea was a popular 
place for wealthy people 
to retire. This made the city 
a famous banking center. The wealth of the city caused her to be proud and 
self-sufficient. Unfortunately, the material prosperity of the citizens produced a 
very materialistic church. This church could only exist in a wealthy city. This 
movement must have a wealthy area to thrive. This has been provided by the 
United States. 



Laodicea was populated with Jews and Syrians whom Antiochus II had moved from Babylon. It was a city made up of people moved from 
one place to another. What was true of the city was true of the church. The church age Laodicea represented would also be made up of 
people moving from one place to another. They were Baptist, Methodist, and Pentecostal Holiness, who are moved into the new 
movements, thinking that they are going to be a part of the "Great End Time Movement." Many members of Philadelphia will be tempted 
to abandon their spiritual heritage and journey to Laodicea. The "Mega-Church Movement"would be like a huge fishing net entrapping 
believers from every corner of the Christian sea.It would not be Christ but Antichrist who moves these people to the Laodicea age and 
church. As we will learn later, Antiochus actually means Antichrist.

How and where the church received its name is most enlightening. The city where the church was founded got its name from Antiochus II 
(Antiochus Theos), who built it. He named the church after his wife. A woman whom history reveals belongs in the company of women like 
Jezebel of Old Testament fame and the Jezebel of the Thyatira church and "Mystery Babylon" of Revelation 17. 

Her name in Greek is Laodikeia. It comes from two words: 
Lao = people and decia, ŘŜŜΩ-kay; right (as self-evident), i.e., 
justice (the principle, a decision, or its execution)- judgment, 
punish, vengeance. Decia= justice. Laodicea means "justice 
for the people" or a people who will suffer the vengeance 
and punishment of God. 

The name of [ŀƻŘƛŎŜΩǎhusband was Antiochus Theos. His 
name is also revealing. Antiochus means "against" or 
"instead of." Theosis the Greek word for God. Together his 
name means "instead of God" or "Antichrist." Laodicewas 
married to Antichrist. 

Note: the Laodiceanchurch ends up married to Antichrist since Jesus promised to spew her out, she will not go in the Rapture of the church 
unless she repents. Laodicea will meet the Antichrist.

Antiochus assumed the name Theosafter conquering some of Ptolemy PhiladelphusΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘǳǎ ŎŀƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊŜŘ 
people, they began to worship him like he was a god, calling him "Theos." He liked the sound of it and assumed the title as his personal 
name. This man is called the King of the South in the book of Daniel. The Kings of the South were the Kings of Egypt. After winning the 
people from Philadelphus, Antiochus now thought he was God; this has a parallel in the Laodiceanage. Many who make up the ranks of the 
Laodiceanchurch are people stolen from the Philadelphia church age buy those who assume titles and powers belonging to God.



Ptolemy Philadelphushad much in common with the Philadelphian church, a church 
which kept the Word of God as its strength. The redeeming quality of Philadelphuswas 
that he set the Jews in his kingdom free. He paid their masters silver in exchange for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ tǘƻƭŜƳȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎ tǘƻƭŜƳȅ Soter. Sotermeans "a 
deliverer, God, or Christ Savior." This made Philadelphusa type of son of God who 
would save and deliver. It is from him the Antichrist (Antiochus) stole. Ptolemy 
Philadelphuswanted the Bible of the Jews translated into Greek, the language of the 
common man of that day. He requested the High Priest of Israel, Eleazar, to send an 
authentic copy of Mosaic law and men to translate it into the Greek language. Eleazar
sent 72 men. Their finished work was called the Septuagint version of the Bible. It

rendered the Old Testament Scriptures intelligible to a vast number of people. The Septuagint is considered one of the greatest fruits of the 
Greek conquest. 

When the church started to assemble the canon of scripture the Greek-speaking churches adopted the Septuagint together with the 
KoineGreek New Testament. The Septuagint is still the official Bible of the Greek Orthodox Church. 

It is used by biblical scholars to understand how the Old Testament may have been interpreted anciently. Also, it is the version of the Jewish 
Bible most used by the writers of the New Testament. It was the "King James Bible" of that day and remains the Bible of the East. 

/ƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǘƘŜ {ȅƴƻŘ ƻf Laodicea met 
they rejected the book of Revelation and left it out of their canon. They also lost the epistles written to them by Paul. They rejected and lost 

the part of the Word of God they most needed. They became blind without the Word of God. That is what will happen to the Laodicean
church age. It is common when new doctrines and practices are questioned, the Prophets of Laodicea warn the critics of the new things not 
ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ϦDƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎΣϦ ϦŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǊ ƧǳŘƎŜΦϦThis guidance 

will blind a person spiritually. Pastors who are being trained into the "Seeker Friendly Churches" are encouraged to sign covenants promising 
not to preach anything controversial or doctrinal on Sunday. Such preaching might offend the "Seeker" and the attendance might suffer.

Back to Antiochus Theosand Laodice--Laodicehad been put away by Antiochus as a condition of a treaty with 
Ptolemy Philadelphus. Philadelphusgave Antiochus his daughter, Berenice. She was to be the true queen and her 
issue was to inherit the throne. In order to have peace with Philadelphus, Antiochus had to put Laodiceaway--
divorce her. Later, Philadelphusdied and Antiochus recalled Laodice. She wanted to gain control of the kingdom. 
Laodicecaused Antiochus to be poisoned. She wanted to gain control of the kingdom. Laodicecaused Antiochus to 
be poisoned. When he was dying she placed his double in his bed he looked and sounded like Antiochus. His name 
was Artemonwhich means "something ready; something hung up; the mainsail of a vessel." It is wind which allows 
the mainsail to move the ship. The mainsail was not the real Theos, but an actor who moved the people whichever 
direction Laodicedesired. B
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!ǊǘŜƳƻƴΩǎvoice was so similar to that ofTheos, that the people could not tell the difference. You can certainly see the parallel in the 
ministries of today. We are told God moves in "waves." This is the "third wave." What causes waves? Wind is often the cause of great waves 
which toss ships around. It is easy to see why God placed these words in the Bible: (Eph 4:14 KJV) "That we henceforth be no more 
children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive." The people heard the voice of TheosΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Theos(God). It was a counterfeit voice. The fake voice of 
Theoscaused the people to remove the rightful queen (Berenice) and heir and replace them with Laodiceand her sons. Laodicedid not 
believe she was safe with Berenicealive so she had her killed. The evil Laodiceof our day is trying to kill the pure church.

Never fear-God is on His throne. Justice came to the woman whose name means "judgment." tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘǳǎΩǎ
son reigned. He was .ŜǊŜƴƛŎŜΩǎbrother. His name was Ptolemy Evergetsmeaning "Benefactor." The 
"Benefactor" mobilized his army and put Laodiceto death. The great benefactor Jesus Christ is coming and
will leave Laodicea to her judgment.

(The kings of this drama are recorded in Daniel the eleventh chapter. This chapter ends
with the revealing of the Antichrist. Antiochus Theosis in the lineage of the Antichrist.)

It is now time to take a look at the message that is written to Laodicea. This message is a prophecy
that reveals to us the nature and characteristics of the final church age. It will reveal Jesus' 
attitude concerning the Laodicea church. As we will learn as we study the text of the message,
there is something very nauseating about this church. Jesus will tell them that he is about to
vomit them out.

! ŎƭƻǎŜ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǊŜŦǳǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŎƘǳrches only 
Laodicea will have nothing to which Jesus could compliment. There is no compliment for the last church. There is nothing good about this 
church. This should be warning enough not to be a part of her. Be warned! Run from the "Seeker Friendly" and the "Prosperity" 
movementslike your soul depends on it, because it does!

Laodicea will receive only a rebuke which will be repudiation to all that they are, all that they teach, and all they represent. Look at the 
words used in their rebuke, "knowestƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƪŜŘ Φ Φ Φέ We are getting 
ready to look at people who are wretched, who are miserable. Imagine a pastor and church in a rich city that are said to be poor, blind, and 
naked. This is the prophetic picture of the "End Time Church" and its ministry.



Rev 3:14 "And unto the angel of the church"

The word "Angel" in our text is in reference to the pastor of the local church in Laodicea. It would 
also represent the overall ministry of the last church age, the Laodiceanage. This is a rejected 
church. The Lord warns the pastor that he is about to vomit them out of his mouth. The message 
to the Laodiceansends with Jesus standing on the outside of the church knocking on the door. 

It is this pastor who causes such a deplorable condition. This type of minister or ministry is 
referenced in other prophetic verses. Notice the following passage, it is a warning of the blindness 
that false ministry can pass on to those that are under its influence. Our last pastor causes his 
followers to become blind. 

Artist: Duncan Long - Blind Leading the Blind

Artist: Pieter Brueghel, The Parable of the Blind (1568).

"(Mat 15:13-14 KJV) But he answered and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, shall be rooted up. {14} Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch."


