
Rev. 3:7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write; These things saithhe that is holy, he that is true, he that 
hath the key of David, he that openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no man openeth;

Philadelphia was located about twenty-eight miles southeast of Sardis.The city was founded in 189 B.C. by AttalusPhiladeiphus, for whom 
it was named.Some believe it was so named because of the love and loyalty existing between Philadeiphusand his brother, the king of 
Lydia.Philadelphia was also known as Decapolis, because it was one of the ten cities of the plain.

Philadelphia has been given a number of new names. It was sometimes called Little Athens because of the magnificence of its public 
buildings.Its modern Turkish name is Ala ShehrΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ƻǊ ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄŀƭǘŜŘ /ƛǘȅΦέ



Philadelphia guarded and commanded an important pass through the mountains between the Hermusand Meander valleys.It was the 
άYŜŜǇŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅέ ǘƻ ŘƻƻǊΣ ƻǊ ƎŀǘŜǿŀȅΣ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΦThe officials had the power to open and close this door as they 
willed. Through this portal passed the mail, trade, and commerce of the west to the wide regions of central and eastern Lydia.

The city of Philadelphia was subject to frequent and severe earthquakes.No city of Asia Minor suffered as more or as much.The historian, 
{ǘǊŀōƻΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ сп .Φ/Φ ŀƴŘ !Φ5Φ нмΣ ǎŀƛŘ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ ǿŀǎ άŦǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘǉǳŀƪŜǎΦέHe may have been there in A.D. 17- the year of 
the great earthquake that destroyed the city.Unfortunately, that was only one of a series of quakes which kept the citizens ina state of 
fearful expectancy.

{ǘǊŀōƻ ǿǊƻǘŜΥ άtƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǿŀƭƭǎΣ ōǳǘ Řŀƛƭȅ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƻǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀpart. The 
inhabitants, however, pursue their original purpose, ever keeping in mind the writhing pangs of the ground, and building witha view to 
ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦέStrabo was astonished that a city should ever have been founded in such a locality.He questioned the sanity of the 
people for re-entering the ruined city and planning to rebuild for the expected future shocks.He felt when people were driven from a city 
by earthquakes they should be wise enough to not return.He declared the walls of the houses were incessantly opening.Sometimes one 
and sometimes another part of the city was experiencing damage, the citizens therefore, lived in constant dread of quaking earth and falling 
buildings.


