
Rev. 3:1 KJV And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These things saithhe that hath the seven Spirits of God, 
and the seven stars; I know thy works, that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead.

This letter will follow the same pattern as the last four.This letter is to be sent to the church of Sardis.The word Sardis ƳŜŀƴǎ άŜǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ 
ƻƴŜǎέ ƻǊ άǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέThe name, the message, and the subsequent history of the city and church indicate a good start, but a bad 
finish - a change for the worse.Sardis was a prominent city and obtained its wealth from textile manufacturing, jewelry trade,and the dye 
industry. Generally speaking, the city was pagan with many individual mystery cults.The temple of Artemis was one of the major points of 
interest. Five hundred years before John wrote this letter Sardis was one of the richest and most powerful cities in the world.It became 
ethically complacent and morally degenerate, but to all appearances it had every reason to be proud and boastful.
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Sardis was in an ideal location in the plain of the River HermusValley. It was the meeting place of several majortrade routes.Sardis was 
guaranteed commercial prosperity.It was built on a 1500 foot high plateau with steep cliffs on three sides and a narrow road leading to the 
city on the fourth side.This made Sardis virtually impenetrable to attack.Sardis was so blessed the river which flowed through the town 
carried gold dust.How blessed can you be?

It is no wonder that Sardis became a rich and splendid city.Sardis became the capital of the kingdom of Lydia.Their most famous king was 
Croesus.His very name is synonymous with wealth.¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ άŀǎ ǊƛŎƘ ŀǎ /ǊƻŜǎǳǎέ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳΦDespite all of itsblessings 
Sardis had a problem.It became overconfident.Life had become too easy.The citizens came to think of their town as unconquerable, no 
matter who their enemy may be.

Then came Cyrus, emperor of Persia.He laid siege to Sardis.It was important to capture the city as quickly as possible because his armies 
could not advance until the city was subdued.Cyrus sent a message to his troops offering a special reward to anyone who could come up 
with a plan to scale the unscalablecliffs and take the impregnable town.

The Greek historian Herodotus, recounts what happened next.! ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ ƛƴ /ȅǊǳǎΩ ŀǊƳȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Hyeroedeswas looking at the cliff 
one day when his eye caught sight of a Lydian soldier on the battlements.As Hyeroedeswatched, the soldier accidentally dropped his 
helmet over the fortifications and down the cliff.The soldier could not leave his helmet down there.He climbed over the battlement, 
carefully picked his way down to retrieve his gear, and then carefully climbed up again.



Hyeroedesmade a mental note of the route the soldier took, that night he lead a band of troops up that same path.When the platoon got 
to the top, they found the battlements completely unguarded.They Lydiansnever dreamed anyone would be able to make their way up 
the cliff. Sardis fell with hardly a struggle.One would think the city had learned its lesson, but the same thing happened inthe campaign 
of Antiochus 200 years later.Overconfidence, apparently, dies hard.

Sardis was leveled by an earthquake in AD 17.It was later rebuilt by Tiberius Caesar and was noted far and wide for its idolatrous worship 
of the goddess Cybele.Cybele had the special characteristic of restoring life to the dead.The greatness of the city under the Roman 
empire was due entirely to its past reputation.Sardis never fully recovered from the earthquake of AD 17.It was only partially 
rebuilt. When this epistle was written the city was rapidly waning in prestige and glory, but its inhabitants were still boastful of the 
past. Decay and death were inevitable, but the Sardiansrefused to recognize the fate of the city and continued to live on its ancient 
glory. The city had a name only.It was rapidly dying.

In the Sardis of AD 170 the Christian Church was poor in relationship to the strong Jewish community.The church in Sardis had acquired a 
reputation for lax moral standards.

We have seen the history of the city of Sardis.Let us 
now look at the church age.This church age is the 
beginning of the Protestant church breaking away from 
Roman Catholicism.Its time period is known as the 
Reformation (the escaping ones).The dark ages were 
coming to an end - that is, the dark ages the Roman 
Catholic church by her policies brought upon the 
world. This new time was also a period known as the 
Renaissance Period.Let us be thankful to God for the 
Renaissance Period as our lives are completely different 
today due to the events that took place then.The 
beginning is said to be 1517 on October 31st. It is given 
this date because it was when Martin Luther nailed the 
95th thesis to the Wittenberg Castle door.There were 
precursors to the Reformation, but that one event 
spurred the movement.That was the day that burst the 
dam, so to speak.As we study further, we will see how 
the devil tried to rebuild the dam to cease the flowing 
water.



ά!ƴŘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ {ŀǊŘƛǎ ǿǊƛǘŜέΤ -The angel or the pastor 
of this church was to receive this message.God caused Luther to do and say 
the things he did.Jesus gave these words to bring the church into line with 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ

ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ saithhe that hath seen the seven Spirits of God, and the 
ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀǊǎΤέ-The seven spirits of God are a reference to the fullness of the 
Holy Ghost as the seven stars represent the total of the ministry.Jesus, with 
the power of the Holy Ghost, was in control of the pastors of this age.He 
takes direct responsibility for the Reformation.Some try to say the 
Reformation was a mistake because it divided the church.They say it broke 
the heart of God because He wants us all to be one.With sanctimonious talk 
they try to push us into political union with someone who has sold their soul 
to Jezebel.

¢ƘŜȅ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀƭƻǳŘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴǎΣ !ƴƎƭƛŎŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
along. Because of their wonderings, people will try to demonize men such as 
Luther, Calvin, and Knox.

What is the truth? How does God really feel about what happen during the 
Reformation? God says in this scripture He is the one with the preachers in His 
hand. He is the one with the Holy Ghost.He was the one who spoke to 
aŀǊǘƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪōƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƴŘΦGod 
put the hammer in his hand to drive the nail into that church door.God put 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴ ƛƴ [ǳǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘΦHe gave him the wisdom 
to understand the Word of God.The Reformation was no mistake.It was 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦMany in the Charismatic movement (Laodicea - the last church) 
are doing what they can to undo the Reformation.This passage shows Jesus 
claiming responsibility for the Reformation. 

άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ Ƙŀǎǘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ livestΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǘ ŘŜŀŘΦέ-ά²ƻǊƪǎέ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ IŜ Ƙŀǎ 
assigned.άDƻ ȅŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜΦέ [ǳƪŜ мсΥмр YW±



This is a short commendationfollowed by a short condemnation. The condemnation quite simply says they are dead.Jesus does not have 
much to say to dead men.{ŀǊŘƛǎΩ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ {ƳȅǊƴŀ όǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƭƛǾŜύΦSardis had a name that lived, but was 
dead. Like Ephesus, the city and church of Sardis began with a glorious history and ended in a heap of ruins.Sardis was indeeŘ άǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ

Imagine you are crawling, scorched and near death on a hot, burning desert.You are experiencing thirst unlike any you have ever 
known. ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǇŜǊƛǎƘƛƴƎΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀƘŜŀŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎƛƎƴ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά/ƻƻƭΣ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ƭƛŦŜ-ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŦƛǾŜ ƳƛƭŜǎ ŀǿŀȅΦέThe sign gives you 
renewed energy and new hope as you continue your tormenting crawl across the parched sand.When you arrive at the promised place, 
you see a magnificent building.Radiant in its beauty, the sign outside invites you in.It beckons with the promise of life-giving water. You 
crawl through the entrance of the building and there before you is the glorious well.The bucket is there for you to let down and fill with 
water that will quench your thirst, water that will pour life back into your body.With the last of your strength you lower thebucket into the 
well expectingto hear the delicious sound of splashing liquid.The sound never comes.The only thing you hear is the dull thud of the 
bucket as it hits the bottom.You think you may be delirious as you reel the bucket back up.You only find dust where there should be 
water. Dust cannot quench the thirst.It only deepens the thirst and drives away your life. Does this sound far-fetched? Thisis what many 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦThey expect to be filled with the water of everlasting life, but they find trappings and rituals. They 
find no help.

We are looking at a church with a false reputation. It was in the city of Sardis, capital of Lydia.It was the center of commerce where coins 
were first minted. It was a hub for the carpet and wool industries.It was also noted for immorality.At the time of this letter the city was 
only a shell of its former self.The church had taken on the characteristics of the city.It became a thermometer instead of the 
thermostat. Lessons are to be learned here.

As we study the denominations which stemmed from this movement we will see the baseline decayed as evil has taken its place.The 
Church of Sardis has several errors in its doctrine.These errors caused the death of many church movements of this time period. In the 
beginning of the Reformation men like Luther gave the age a sparkling testimony.They were living Christians who paid the ultimate price 
for their faith. They died for their beliefs.

1. Who this letter addressed to?
2. Why does Jesus refer to himself as "he that hath the seven spirits of God?
3. What does Jesus mean that he has the seven stars?
4. What are the works that Jesus knows about?
5. Why does Jesus say " thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead"?



Rev 3:2 KJV Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect before God.

ά.Ŝ ǿŀǘŎƘŦǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΥέ- This is what occurred when the founders died and the 
grandchildren took over.Their beliefs have been in a continual process of decay and the denominations of that age are now merging just to 
stay alive.Many of their core beliefs are dead.̧ ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎ άŎŜƳŜǘŜǊƛŜǎέΦIf you were to send a young man with 
the call of God on his life to one of these schools, chances are he would come out as a preacher that is an atheist.He might teach from his 
pulpit not to believe in the virgin birth.He may also think it is acceptable to be a homosexual priest.The Pastor of Sardis needs to do all he 
can to strengthen his church in the cardinal doctrines of that church.

άŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘέ- What are works? This is speaking of how well the church performed the works it was 
assigned.They were to make disciples of Christ by teaching that which Jesus taught.They were to preach the doctrines of the Bible. God 
examined their acceptance of responsibility and found it lacking.What doctrinal flaws will we find here that lead their churches to 
death? We will see in the next verse.Doctrine determines a church as to whom they are, what they are, and what they will become. The 
most important attribute of a church is what is said from the pulpit.The pulpit decides the course of everything.If looking for a church the 
first thing you need to know is if the church believes in the Bible.The singing, the kind of people, or the color of the carpet should not be 
the deciding factors.The deciding factor is if they preach the Word of God and if the singing is good, praise God for it.Thepulpit MUST 
have the Word of God.

6. What does Jesus mean by " Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die:"?
7. What does Jesus mean by " for I have not found thy works perfect before God"? 

Rev 3:3 KJV Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shaltnot know what hour I will come upon thee.

[ŜǘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ {ŀǊŘƛǎΩ ŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŜΦάwŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƻǳ Ƙŀǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭŘ ŦŀǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΦIf therefore thou shalt
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shaltƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǊ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜŜΦέ- This is their first doctrinal 
error. They do not believe in the literal return of Christ.They do not believe in the Rapture or that we will escape the Tribulation. Many of 
them are Amillennialist. It was taught by a large portion of the Sardis type churches, that all churches will unite and that their combined 
efforts will bring the Kingdom of God to earth.



Their preachers tell the people the Rapture is not going to happen.When it does, Jesus will come upon them like a thief in thenight. They 
ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦThey will be left behind because of this flaw in their doctrine.

LŦ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ WŜǎǳǎ Ŏƻǳƭd raise the dead in 
Christ and rapture the living from the earth?Jesus said He would come again.The loss of this vital doctrine leads the peopleaway from 
living a holy life.John spoke of this in 1 John 3:2-о YW±Σ ά.ŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ƴƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƻǘƘ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
be: but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (3) And every man that hath thishope in 
him purifieth ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊŜΦέThe knowledge of Jesus returning at any moment has a sanctifying effect.

Another flaw which caused the people of the Sardis movement to become spiritually dead is found in the doctrines of Calvinism. Two 
ƳŀƧƻǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǊŜ ά9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ άtǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέΦBecause these are key points in understanding why the
Reformation churches had a name that lived, but were dead, details of these doctrines will be given.

This was the era of Calvinism (John Calvin).It is not intended here to enter into this controversy.Multitudes of books have been written 
based upon this subject.The leading authors are known to almost everyone.The above may be sufficient to convey a just notionƻŦ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ 
own opinions.After this subject had long agitated the reformed churches and given rise to modifications and refutations, the Synod of Dort 
digested the whole into five articles.From this arose the celebrated controversy on the five points.

Arminianism(one of the refutes of Calvinism) derives its name from JacobusArminius. At the turn of the seventeenth century he was the 
Professor of Divinity at Leyden University in Holland.Arminius studied theology under Theodore BezaΣ /ŀƭǾƛƴΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊΦBezawas one of 
the stronger proponents of the Reformed doctrine of predestination.!ǊƳƛƴƛǳǎΩ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ. Jacobus
Arminius died in 1609, almost a decade before the controversy over his teachings peaked.Lƴ мсму ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΩs followers 
(the Remonstrants) issued a protest in the form of five articles to the Reformed Church of Holland.The articles were condemned by the 
Synod of Dort in 1619.¢ƘŜ ǎȅƴƻŘΩǎ ŦƛǾŜ-point reply was an article-by-article refutation of the Remonstrants. The position defined by the 
ǎȅƴƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ /ŀƭǾƛƴƛǎƳέ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ArminianArticles (John 
Calvin himself never systemized his doctrine into five points).The Canons of the Synod of Dort thus constituted the ReformatioƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ 
reply to the Remonstrants. The Remonstrantswere expelled from the Reformed Church and Arminianismwas tagged as a deviant 
doctrine. Far from dealing a crushing blow to the movement, the Synod of Dort became the starting point for the underground spread of 
the doctrine. Today, the view of Arminianismis shared by the majority of Protestant churches.John Wesley adopted Arminiandoctrine and 
refined it with a strong evangelical emphasis on the Reformed doctrine of justification by faith.²ŜǎƭŜȅΩǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ Arminianismsurvives 
today in the Nazarene churches and other conservative Wesleyan groups, less evangelical varieties of Arminianismranges from the pietism 
of the Holiness movement to the Socinianismof liberal denominations.Arminianism, especially as John Wesley taught, is the correct view 
of the plan of God.This is our view of God and His plan ofSalvation.



These articles, as the standard of what is generally called strict Calvinism, are in substance as follows: The Calvinistic points in BLUE are 
direct quotes from the articles of the Synod of Dort; The Arminianviews in PURPLE are the refutations to the five points of Calvinism.

Calvinistic view - Point 1.άhŦ tǊŜŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦAs all men have sinned in Adam, and have become exposed to the curse and eternal death, 
God would have done no injustice to anyone if he had determined to leave the whole human race under sin and the curse, and tocondemn 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΤ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΣ Ψ!ƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΣΩ wƻƳΦ оΥмфΣ ноΤ 6:23. That 
ǎƻƳŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŘŜŎǊŜŜΤ ŦƻǊ Ψƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ Dƻd are all his 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣΩ ϧŎΣ !Ŏǘǎ мрΥмуΤ 9ǇƘΦ мΥммΦAccording to which decree, he graciously softens the hearts of the elect,however 
hard, and he bends them to believe; but the non-elect he leaves, in his judgment, to their own perversity and hardness.And here, 
especially, a deep discrimination, at the same time both merciful and just; a discrimination of men equally lost, opens itself to us; or that 
decree of election and reprobation which is revealed in the word of God; which, as perverse, impure, and unstable persons do wrest to their 
own destruction, so it affords ineffable consolation to holy and pious souls.But election is the immutable purpose of God; by which, before 
the foundations of the world were laid, he chose, out of the whole human race, fallen by their own fault from their primeval,integrity into 
sin and destruction, according to the most free good pleasure of his own will, and of mere grace, a certain number of men, neither better 
nor worthier than others, but lying in the same misery with the rest, to salvation in Christ; whom he had, even from eternity, constituted 
Mediator and head of all the elect, and the foundation of salvation; and therefore he decreed to give them unto him to be saved,and 
effectually to call and draw them into communion with him, by his word and Spirit; or he decreed himself to give unto them true faith, to 
justify, to sanctify, and at length powerfully to glorify them, &c, Eph. 1:4-6; Rom. 8:30.This same election is not made from any foreseen 
faith, obedience of faith, holiness, or any other good quality and disposition, as a prerequisite cause or condition in the man who should be 
ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΣ ϧŎΦ ΨIŜ ƘŀǘƘ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǳǎΣΩ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ΨǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜΣ ƘƻƭȅΩ ϧŎΣ 9ǇƘΦ мΥпΤ wƻƳΦ фΥмм-13; Acts 13:48.Moreover, Holy 
Scripture doth illustrate and commend us this eternal and free grace of our election, in this more especially, that it doth testify all men not 
to be elected; but that some are non-elect, or passed by, in the eternal election of God, whom truly God, from most free, just, 
irreprehensible, and immutable good pleasure, decreed to leave in the common misery into which they had, by their own fault, cast 
themselves; and not to bestow on them living faith, and the grace of conversion; but having been left in their own ways, and under just 
judgment, at length, not only on account of their unbelief, but also of all their other sins, to condemn and eternally punishthem, to the 
manifestation of his own justice.And this is the decree of reprobation, which determines that God is, in no wise, the author of sin, (which, 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦΣ ƛǎ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳȅύ ōǳǘ ŀ ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎΣ ƛƴŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛōƭŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǾŜƴƎŜǊΦέ

Dear Calvinists,

Before you read the continuation of this document, remember the last words in every letter to the churches, ñHe that hath an 

ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.ò



The doctrine of Predestinationas stated in Calvinism, is false.The above text dictates if God chose you to be saved you can never be 
lost. However, if He did not choose you for salvation there is nothing you will be able to do.You are predestined.This has made people 
believe everything that happens is fate.They are taught there is no need to do anything because God determines the fate of every 
man. This time period is not a great age of evangelism.It is a struggle for those that are already a part of the church.If God only 
chooses certain people to be saved as predestination teaches, it would cause one to believe much of the Bible is written in error. The 
DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ƴŘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Dƻ ȅŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ every creature. He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth notshall be damnedΦέ όaŀǊƪ мсΥмрKJV) This commission is given to all Christians.It 
is the theme of the seven letters to the churches.άL ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ DǊeat 
Commission.Man has free will to choose if he will be saved or damned.Some early Calvinists actually stopped being evangelistic with 
their messages in fear of saving someone God did not predestinate for salvation.Scripture demands we preach the Gospel to every 
creature. How many souls were lost throughout history due to this kind of thinking?We will see throughout the rest of the Book of 
Revelation that God will give everyone on earth more chances to turn to Jesus.We will also see every creature must be given a chance to 
hear the Gospel before God pours out his wrath.

ArminianView -Cw99 ²L[[Τ aŀƴ ƛǎ ŘŜǇǊŀǾŜŘΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƴƻǘ ǎƻ ōŀŘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘΦHe is not slave to his sin 
ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ōǳǘ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ƛǘΦHe is not forced against his will to accept God.The Holy Spirit will assist him if 
he so desires.

Calvinistic View - Point 2. -ά ΨhŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦΩ tŀǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜǾƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀǘƻnement, in order 
ǘƻ ǇŀǊŘƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎle and most 
perfect sacrifice and satisfaction for sins; of infinite value and price, abundantly sufficient to expiate the sins of the whole world; but 
because many who are called by the Gospel do not repent, nor believe in Christ, but perish in unbelief; this doth not arise from defect or 
insufficiency of the sacrifice offered by Christ upon the cross, but from their own fault.God willed that Christ, through the blood of the 
cross, should, out of every people, tribe, nation, and language, efficaciously redeem all those, and those only, who were from eternity 
ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΣΩΦέ

This teaching is incorrect.We must keep the Bible as the final authority.In 1 Timothy 2:4-с YW± ǿŜ ǎŜŜΣ ά²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ Ƴen to be 
saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth.For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 
Who gave himself a ransom for allΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŜǎǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦέThis scripture says ransom for all.Not for the chosen or elect.

ArminianView - CONDITIONAL ELECTION: God chooses people on the basis of knowing beforehand they would respond to His 
working through the Holy Spirit.He elected only those He knew would respond to Him.This makes election dependant upon what 
man would do.



Calvinistic View - Point 3. -άhŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ /ƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ϧŎΦAll men are conceived in sin, and born the children of wrath, indisposed (inepti) to all 
saving good, propenseto evil, dead in sin, and the slaves of sin; and without regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, they neither are willing 
ƴƻǊ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜǇǊŀǾŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ

We know this is false because of so many scriptures in the Bible.It is a fact sin separates us from God.God tells us in Isa. 1:15-му YW±Σ ά!ƴŘ 
when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide my eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of 
blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek 
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: 
though your sins be scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as woolΦέ

DƻŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ άwash you, make you, put awayΦέThis is not the act of the Holy Ghost forcing man to return to God.It is God telling sinful 
man to return to his own free will.Commit the acts that show repentance from a free will.If man responds, God will forgive him.

ArminianView - UNLIMITED ATONEMENT: Christ obtained salvation for everyone on the cross however, this does not give everyone 
salvation. They must respond to God before this is effectual to them.

Calvinistic View - Point 4. -άhŦ DǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŜ ²ƛƭƭΦBut in like manner as, by the fall, man does not cease to be man, endowed with 
intellect and will; neither hath sin; which has pervaded the whole human race, taken away the nature of the human species, but it hath 
depraved and spiritually stained it; so that even this divine grace of regeneration does not act upon men like stocks and trees,nor take away 
the properties of his will; or violently compel it, while unwilling; but it spiritually quickens, heals, corrects, and sweetly, and at the same 
time powerfully, inclines it; so that whereas before it was wholly governed by the rebellion and resistenceof the flesh, now prompt and 
sincere obedience of the Spirit may begin to reign; in which the renewal of our spiritual will, and our liberty, truly consist; in which manner, 
(or for which reason), unless the admirable Author of all good should work in us, there could be no hope to man of rising from the fall by 
ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭΣ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ ǊǳƛƴΦέ

Once again the error is that man cannot return to God after he has sinned.Scripture tells us in 1 John 2:1-н YW±Σ άaȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
things write me unto you, that ye sin not.And if any man sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.And he is 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƛǘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎ ƻƴƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ

Again we see Jesus died for the sins of the whole world.Sin is condemned, but if we do sin we have an advocate with the Father. Jesus 
stands for us and when we repent our sin is forgiven.Make no mistake however, this does not give you a credit card for sin.



ArminianView - RESISTIBLE GRACE: God the Holy Spirit calls all that are to be saved unto God.That call however, is not 
compulsory. Man can and does reject that call of the Spirit, thus condemning himself.The Holy Spirit can do nothing without the free 
will decision of the person.

Calvinistic View - Point 5. -άhƴ Perseverence. God who is rich in mercy, from his immutable purpose of election, does not wholly take away 
his Holy Spirit from his own, even in lamentable falls; nor does he permit them to glide down, (prolabi,) that they should fall from the grace 
ƻŦ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƻǊ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ άǎƛƴ ǳƴǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘέΣ ƻǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΤ ǘƘŀǘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ŘŜǎŜǊǘŜŘbyhim, they 
should cast themselves headlong into eternal destruction.So that not by their own merits or strength, but by the gratuitous mercy of God, 
ǘƘŜȅ ƻōǘŀƛƴ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƴƻǊ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΦέ

The last of the false points is Eternal Security. This is the belief once you are saved you can never be lost.!ƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎΦHe 
chooses who will be saved, he saves them, and that is that.If you served the Lord 30 years and you slipped and committed a sinthe 
committed Calvinist would say you were never saved in the first place.They would say it is impossible to sin if you are saved.Others hold 
the view if you are saved no sin you commit can cause you to lose your salvation.This is the deadliest doctrine yet - to teachsomeone they 
can actually live in sin and still be in the will of God.It is very possible for you to sin and backslide right out of the will of God.Remember 
our first church Ephesus.They were a backslidden church who God told to repent and return to what they had lost.All through the Bible 
are stories of people who backslide and returned to the Lord.What do you think the story of the Prodigal Son is about?The Prodigal Son is 
the man that strays from the will of God.The father is the Father God waiting for the son to return (found in Luke 15:11).

ArminianView - INSECURITY OF THE BELIEVER: The standard Arminian today holds that a person can lose his salvation.¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
seem to be the original position however, as the Arminianswhen the controversy started stated that this needed more study.Indeed, 
some Arminiansover the years have held to a very strict view of the Security of the believer.

The system views God as the instigator of salvation (the call) and man, the receptor.Between the two they get the job done, soto 
speak.Man is given the choice between heaven and hell, between peace with God and turmoil, between God and the Devil.He may 
choose as he wills.(I wonder why anyone would not choose God!)

People allow sin to live in their lives and they become dead.Their light goes out as does their spiritual influence on a dyingworld. In my 
ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ǎŀƛŘ άȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέΦJesus told this church to protect the doctrine they 
had because it was a great improvement over that of Rome.They were commanded to not let the doctrines of their church die.Currently, 
some of these denominational preachers do not believe in God, heaven, or any of the supernatural aspects of the Bible.Church, in some 
cases, has become a social action to save trees or protect baby seals.



Jesus told them to repent, turn around, and find the truth in their doctrine or else He would come upon them as a thief in the night. His 
warning meant that He is coming to judge them.Do you know how He will judge them?He will leave them behind when He takes His
church in the Rapture.Jesus said I am coming like a thief in the night - be ready.Would this not imply that there are members of this 
church who could be left behind?

As we have seen in the history of Sardis, it was built in an impregnable place.No one could defeat her.Twice however, SardisΩ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
asleep while soldiers climbed the wall and overtook her.This was because no one was watching.It is the job of the Pastor to remember 
what became of this city and watch over his church.He is to ensure his doctrine is perfect and his people are ready for the coming of the 
Lord.

8. Why does Jesus say " Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent"?
9. Why does Jesus say " If therefore thou shaltnot watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou shaltnot
know what hour I will come upon thee"? 

Rev 3:4 KJV Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me 
in white: for they are worthy.

ά¢Ƙƻǳ Ƙŀǎǘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƛƴ {ŀǊŘƛǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀǊƳŜƴǘǎΤέJesus said basically that even though their teaching was 
faulty there were still people in the church living right.In spite of the doctrines of eternal security, predestination, and the rejection of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ Ƙƻƭȅ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊǘƘȅΦέThe ones mentioned have not defiled themselves with false doctrine.They will 
be with Jesus in the heavenly city.They will wear robes of righteousness because they were found worthy.

10. What does Jesus mean by " Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy"?

Rev 3:5 KJV He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.

άIŜ ǘƘŀǘ overcomethΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƭƻǘƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊŀƛƳŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōƭƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΣέ- This is 
interesting, Jesus will put them in white raiment and will not blot them out of the book of life.Why did Jesus say that?



άōǳǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎΦέ- In order for the Reformation to happen people had to deny Roman 

Catholicism.What happened when they disagreed with Rome?Rome declared them heretics, stripped them of their garments, dressed 
them in burlap sacks, crowned them with paper crowns of demons, denounced them before heaven, and cast them into hell.Jesus said if 
they overcame those things He would NOT denounce them.He said He would confess them before His Father.He would dress them in
robes of white and would not remove their names from the book of life. It is nice to know no clergyman can take my name from the book of 
life.

Before the Reformation began there were men who created the atmosphere for the event.The Reformation is a very important part of 
history and I cannot begin to do it justice with the writing of this article.By no means does the list that follows contain every important 
member of the Reformation.I just want to give you some background on a few key players.There are several great books and study films 
on the Reformation movement and how the Bible ended up in our hands today.I encourage you to read and watch them.Take some time 
to read about the men who brought you your religious freedom and who gave me the opportunity to write this information down and share 
it with you.

Most information about the men of the reformation found below is taken directly from the 
Foxe's Book of Martyrs.John Foxe

John Wycliffe - born in 1329 and educated at Oxford where he 
became a doctor of Theology.He attacked the mendicant friars 
and the system of monasticism, rejected and opposed the 
authority of the Pope in England, and he wrote against the 
doctrine of transubstantiation (bread and wine turns into the 
actual body of Christ as taught by Roman Catholicism).He 
regarded these merely as symbols and urged the church to make 
service more simple according to the New Testament pattern.His 
greatest work was his translation of the 
New Testament into English completed in
1380. He completed the Old Testament 
with the help of friends in 1384.He also 
died in 1384.He felt that every English 
boy should have the Bible in his own 
language.It was forbidden to lay people.



WycliffeΩǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ όLollards) had the English Bible and were 
formed into evangelistic teams who won people to Christ.Under King                   
Henry IV and Henry V the Lollardswere persecuted and              
extinguished.²ȅŎƭƛŦŦŜΩǎ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ 
for the Reformation.The Catholic church at one point sought to kill              
Wycliffe, but they found themselves in an awful fix one day when 
Rome woke up and had two Popes!With two infallible Popes there is
bound to be trouble.The two men began to excommunicate each 
other and no one knew who was in or out, up or down.In order to 
solve the dilemma the church elected another Pope and got rid of the
other two. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŦŀƭƭƛōƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
but it was a mess.Before they could get to Wycliffe he died of natural
causes.When they did get to him 40 years after his death they dug up
his grave, sat him in a chair, tried his skeleton as a heretic, and 
denounced him to hell.They burned what was left of him and 

dumped his ashes in the River Thames.Do you think he really left heaven when they did this to him?There is no way man has any kind of 
power to do such a thing.Only God controls heaven and hell.

John Huss, born 1369.He was Bohemian 
and a mighty Christian.He did a few things 
to upset Rome.One of them being, he let 
the people drink from the Communion 
cup. The Communion cup was forbidden to 
the Catholic church members.The Catholic 
church believed the cup held the actual 
blood of Christ.What if some of it spilled on 
someone?The wine was holy, but the 
commoner was not.They would have had to 
burn that person at the stake.Laymen were 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
afford to burn them all at the stake so, just 
the priest drank the wine. 

John Huss

John Huss serving communion


