Revelation Study Guide
Chapter 3 - Sardis
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Rev. 3:1 KJV And unto the angel of the church in Sardis write; These thaitfghe that hath the seven Spirits of God,
and the seven stars; | know thy works, that thou hast a name that tHmest, and art dead.

This letter will follow the same pattern as the last folihis letter is to be sent to the church of Sarditie word Sardi¥ S ya aSa o
2y Sa¢ 2N ai K2 aThe narfe?the@@sgage, andafiedséibsequent history of the city and church indicate a goduistatiad
finish- a change for the worseSardis was a prominent city and obtained its wealth from textile manufacturing, jewelry aadehe dye
industry. Generally speaking, the city was pagan with many individual mystery diilestemple of Artemis was one of the mamints of
interest. Five hundred years before John wrote this letter Sardis was one of the richest and most powerful cities in thétWweddme
ethically complacent and morally degenerate, but to all appearances it had every reason to be proud and boastful.



Ruins at Sardis
SipJes 1e suiny

Sardis was in an ideal location in the plain of the RileamusValley. It was the meeting place of several maj@de routes. Sardis was
guaranteed commercial prosperityt was built on a 1500 foot high plateau with steep cliffs on three sides and a narroweadidd to the
city on the fourth side.This made Sardis virtually impenetrable to atta8ardis was so blessed the river which flowed tiglothe town
carried gold dustHow blessed can you be?

It is no wonder that Sardis became a rich and splendid 8i&ydis became the capital of the kingdom of Lydilaeir most fanous king was
Croesus.His very name is synonymous withwealthK A & A& GKSNB (GKS al & Ay Despite al ofidleddings: a
Sardis had a problemit became overconfidentLife had become too easy.he citizens came to think of their town as uncongixe, no
matter who their enemy may be.

Then came Cyrus, emperor of Perdite laid siege to Sardi#t was important to capture the city as quickly as possible beedus armies
could not advance until the city was subdue@yrus sent a message to his troops offering a special reward to anyone whaoemedip
with a plan to scale thanscalableliffs and take the impregnable town.

The Greek historian Herodotus, recounts what happenednext. &8 2 f RA SNJ Ay [/ & Niiye@edestal 1dokidgat thie K

one day when his eye caught sight of a Lydian soldier on the battlemAstdyeroedesvatched, the soldier accidentally dropped his
helmet over the fortifications and down the cliff.he soldier could not leave his helmet down theke climbed over the batgment,
carefully picked his way down to retrieve his gear, and then carefully climbed up again.



Hyeroedesnade a mental note of the route the soldier took, that night he lead a band of troops up that same\fghtn the platoon got
to the top, they found the battlements completely unguardetheyLydiansnever dreamed anyone would be able to make their way up
the cliff. Sardis fell with hardly a struggl@ne would think the city had learned its lesson, but the same thing happerthd sampaign

of Antiochus 200 years late©verconfidence, apparently, dies hard.

Sardis was leveled by an earthquake in ADILWas later rebuilt by Tiberius Caesar and was noted far and wide for itsrmadaworship
of the goddess Cybele€Cybele had the special characteristic of restoring life to the dddm greatness of the city underdaiRoman
empire was due entirely to its past reputatioBardis never fully recovered from the earthquake of ADILWas only partidy

rebuilt. When this epistle was written the city was rapidly waning in prestige and glory, but its inhabitants were stillilbbafetbig

past. Decay and death were inevitable, but tBardiansefused to recognize the fate of the city and continued to live on its ancient
glory. The city had a name onlyt was rapidly dying.

In the Sardis of AD 170 the Christian Church was poor in relationship to the strong Jewish comniendiyurch in Sardis hagquired a
reputation for lax moral standards.

We have seen the history of the city of Sardist us
now look at the church agerhis church age is the |
beginning of the Protestant church breaking away froig
Roman Catholicismits time period is known as the
Reformation (the escaping oneshhe dark ages were ~ .-
coming to an endthat is, the dark ages the Roman
Catholic church by her policies brought upon the

world. This new time was also a period known as the%=
Renaissance Periodlet us be thankful to God for the =
Renaissance Period as our lives are completely differe
today due to the events that took place theihe
beginning is said to be 1517 on Octobeft31t is given

this date because it was when Martin Luther nailed the -
95" thesis to the Wittenberg Castle doofhere were
precursors to the Reformation, but that one event
spurred the movement.That was the day that burst the
dam, so to speakAs we study further, we will see howl

the devil tried to rebuild the dam to cease the flowingj
water. "
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of this church was to receive this messag&od caused Luther to do and say
the things he did.Jesus gave these words to bring the church into line with
D2RQa L I yo

& ¢ K S a S saiihKeitlyathath seen the seven Spirits of God, and the
aS@Sy -Bha $eheh FPpifits of God are a reference to the fullness of the
Holy Ghost as the seven stars represent the total of the minisegus, with
the power of the Holy Ghost, was in control of the pastors of this &tge.
takes direct responsibility for the ReformatioBome try to say the
Reformation was a mistake because it divided the chufidirey say it broke
the heart of God because He wants us all to be diith sanctimonious talk
they try to push us into political union with someone who has sold their so
to Jezebel.
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along. Because of their wonderings, people will try to demonize men such
Luther, Calvin, and Knox.

What is the truth? How does God really feel about what happen during the
Reformation? God says in this scripture He is the one with the preachers i
hand. He is the one with the Holy Ghodtle was the one who spoke to
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put the hammer in his hand to drive the nail into that church dd@od put
0KS LISy Ay [ dzi KSNXa K IH¢ gavelhiyhhe wisdé&n
to understand the Word of GodThe Reformation was no mistaké.was

D 2 R Q& Mady ih tifedCharismatic movement (Laodiedhe last church)
are doing what they can to undo the Reformatiorhis passage shows Jesus
claiming responsibility for the Reformation.
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This is a shotommendatiorfollowed by a shortondemnation The condemnation quitg simply says they are dedesus does not have
muchtosaytodeadmer | NRA&Q KAaAG2NER Aa 2dzad GKS 2 LILIndisieéa nare thave® das o

dead. Like Ephesus, the city and church of Sardis began with a glorious history and ended in a heap ardissvas indée & G KS
RSI K ®¢

Imagine you are crawling, scorched and near death on a hot, burning dé&ertare experiencing thirst unlike any you havereve
known., 2dz I NBE Of 2aS (2 LISNAAKAYID Wdza B AIGR YIEFR 58 7 dx Na 2 FTheSigripgie®yfou NC
renewed energy and new hope as you continue your tormenting crawl across the parched/ghed.you arrive at the promised pkac
you see a magnificent buildindgRadiant in its beauty, the sign outside invites youlirbeckons with the promise of lifgiving water. You
crawl through the entrance of the building and there before you is the glorious Wiké#. bucket is there for you to let dowma fill with
water that will quench your thirst, water that will pour life back into your bowyith the last of your strength you lower thmicket into the
well expectingto hear the delicious sound of splashing liquitche sound never comed.he only thing you hear is the dulluti of the
bucket as it hits the bottomYou think you may be delirious as you reel the bucket backvop.only find dust where there shld be
water. Dust cannot quench the thirstt only deepens the thirst and drives away your life. Does this sourdtizired? Thisis what many
SELISNASYOS I & (K Slheya®ecthohé filled Dvith he wate Ko edmtl&sting life, but they find trappingsriamals. They
find no help.

We are looking at a church with a false reputation. It was in the city of Sardis, capital oflLydia.the center of commee where coins
were first minted. It was a hub for the carpet and wool industridswas also noted for immoralityAt the time of this leter the city was
only a shell of its former seliThe church had taken on the characteristics of the dithecame a thermometer instead dfi¢
thermostat. Lessons are to be learned here.

As we study the denominations which stemmed from this movement we will see the baseline decayed as evil has takenTiseplace.
Church of Sardis has several errors in its doctrifteese errors caused the death of many church movements of this time pdridde
beginning of the Reformation men like Luther gave the age a sparkling testinibay.were living Christians who paid the ukie price
for their faith. They died for their beliefs.

1. Who this letter addressed to?

2. Why does Jesus refer to himself as "he that hath the seven spirits of God?
3. What does Jesus mean that he has the seven stars?

4. What are the works that Jesus knows about?

5. Why does Jesus say " thou hast a name that tivest, and art dead"?



Rev 3:2 KJV Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die: for | have not found thy
works perfect before God.

.S 61 GOKTFdzA S YR AaGNBYIGKSY {KS -Tihisis yimhtioccaried vwbén thd Bondess fied arid khe
grandchildren took overTheir beliefs have been in a continual process of decay and the denominations of that age are now justgo
stay alive.Many of their core beliefsaredead.2 dz YA IKG & 6Stt OF t fIf youkvera tdeadSaUAgyfraditts &
the call of God on his life to one of these schools, chances are he would come out as a preacher that is aiathegitt each from his
pulpit not to believe in the virgin birthHe may also think it is acceptable to be a homosexual pridst. Pastor of Sardmeeds to do all he
can to strengthen his church in the cardinal doctrines of that church.

GF2NI L KE@PS yv2iG T2 dzy R -WVKadaregn@rksR Bhis IsISpRdkiSg@Thovwowe e Miircip2ridrined the works it wi
assigned.They were to make disciples of Christ by teaching that which Jesus tallygy.were to preach the doctrines of tB#le. God
examined their acceptance of responsibility and found it lackiMinat doctrinal flaws will we find here that lead their chuesto

death? We will see in the next verséoctrine determines a church as to whom they are, what they are, and what they wilingecthe
most important attribute of a church is what is said from the pulfihe pulpit decides the course of everythidglookingfor a church the
first thing you need to know is if the church believes in the Biblee singing, the kind of people, or the color of the cagyeuld not be

the deciding factorsThe deciding factor is if they preach the Word of God and if the singing is good, praise Godltiepilpit MUST

have the Word of God.

6. What does Jesus mean by " Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die:"?
7. What does Jesus mean by " for | have not found thy works perfect before God"?

Rev 3:3 KJV Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If thereforshalbu
not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thalnaltnot know what hour | will come upon thee.
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not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thahalty 2 i 1 V26 @K G K2 dzNJ-This & théirfirst Octdngl dzLJ2 y
error. They do not believe in the literal return of Chrigthey do not believe in the Rapture or that we will escape theulailon. Many of
them areAmillennialist It was taught by a large portion of the Sardis type churches, that all churches will unite and that their combinec
efforts will bring the Kingdom of God to earth.




Their preachers Eell the pgople theARgpture is not going to happ®nen it does, Jesus will come upon them like a thief imilgat. They
62y Q0 0SS TheNEILGe IBEenhind because of this flaw in their doctrine.
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Christ and rapture the living from the eartiJesus said He would come agaline loss of this vital doctrine leads the peogleay from

living a holy life.John spoke of thisihJohn 3:0 YWzx3> d&a. St 20SRX y2¢ FINB S GKS azya 27
be: but we know that when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. (3) And every man thdtisatpe in
himpurifieth KA Y& St T3 S @S ¥he knawlelige of eBus taddaNily@tany moment has a sanctifying effect.

Another flaw which caused the people of the Sardis movement to become spiritually dead is found in the doctrines of Calwimism
YFI22N) LR2Ayida G2 06S 02y iSYRSR | NBBcaus®tiieSeNg kel po[ntS i® adabiksiarding whyytie  at N
Reformation churches had a name that lived, but were dead, details of these doctrines will be given.

This was the era of Calvinism (John Calinis not intended here to enter into this controvergylultitudes of books haveeen written
based upon this subjeciThe leading authors are known to almost everyoiiée above may be sufficient to convey a just nogof / |
own opinions.After this subject had long agitated the reformed churches and given rise to modifications and refutationgs)ddeoSDort
digested the whole into five articlegzrom this arose the celebrated controversy on the five points.

Arminianism(one of the refutes of Calvinism) derives its name fidanobugsArminius. At the turn of the seventeenth century he was the
Professor of Divinity at Leyden University in HollaAdminius studied theology under Theoddez& / | f @A Yy BéazanvasioOedt & :
the stronger proponents of the Reformed doctrine of predestinatibnNY A YA dzA Q (G KS2f 23& NB LINB aJasshus$ R
Arminius died in 1609, almost a decade before the controversy over his teachings peaied.mc my I 3 NP dzLJs Blidwers K S
(the Remonstrantyissued a protest in the form of five articles to the Reformed Church of HollEmel articles were condemned by the
Synod of Dortin 1619¢ K S & & y-@iRtedly wad an Srtickey-article refutation of theRemonstrants The position defined by the
aey2R KIFa 0O2YS G2 0SS 1y2s6y la adKS FTAGS LRAYy(da AfminiatAficdes (Joh@ Y
Calvin himself never systemized his doctrine into five poinkie Canons of the Synod of Dort thus constituted the Reforiyiala 2 ¥ F
reply to theRemonstrants TheRemonstrantsvere expelled from the Reformed Church ahaninianismwas tagged as a deviant

doctrine. Far from dealing a crushing blow to the movement, the Synod of Dort became the starting point for the undergreaiidospr

the doctrine. Today, the view oArminianismis shared by the majority of Protestant churchdshn Wesley adopte@dirminiandoctrine and
refined it with a strong evangelical emphasis on the Reformed doctrine of justification byZafihd f S& Qa AsngniagisaSutvited | f
today in the Nazarene churches and other conservative Wesleyan groups, less evangelical vaAetsiaisnranges from the pietism

of the Holiness movement to th®ocinianisnof liberal denominationsArminianism especially as John Wesley taught, is the correct view
of the plan of God.This is our view of God and His planSdlvation.



These articles, as the standard of what is generally called strict Calvinism, are in substance as follows: The CahmistiBLidE are
direct quotes from the articles of the Synod of Dort; Rreninianviews in PURPLE are the refutations to the five points of Calvinism.

Calvinistic viewPoint 1.a h ¥t NB R &l mghlhavé shyedin Adam, and have become exposed to the curse aral eesti,

God would have done no injustice to anyone if he had determined to leave the whole human race under sin and the cursanaiedio
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hard, and he bends them to believe; but the relect he leaves, in his judgment, to their own perversity and hardn&sd.hee,

especially, a deep discrimination, at the same time both merciful and just; a discrimination of men equally lost, ogegnsugselr that

decree of election and reprobation which is revealed in the word of God; which, as perverse, impure, and unstable pexsesistaoheir

own destruction, so it affords ineffable consolation to holy and pious sdus.election is the immutable purpose of God;valyich, before

the foundations of the world were laid, he chose, out of the whole human race, fallen by their own fault from their primegaity into

sin and destruction, according to the most free good pleasure of his own will, and of mere grace, a certain number oftherpeteer

nor worthier than others, but lying in the same misery with the rest, to salvation in Christ; whom he had, even from,etamnsttjuted
Mediator and head of all the elect, and the foundation of salvation; and therefore he decreed to give them unto him tedasdv
effectually to call and draw them into communion with him, by his word and Spirit; or he decreed himself to give untoubéaritir to

justify, to sanctify, and at length powerfully to glorify them, &c, Eph-6L:Rom. 8:30.This same election is not made framy foreseen

faith, obedience of faith, holiness, or any other good quality and disposition, as a prerequisite cause or conditionanwi®rshould be

St SOGSRZ 30 WIS KFEGK OK2aSy dzazQ y2i0 0SSOl dza-83; ActS 13aSmekeaver, o Y
Scripture doth illustrate and commend us this eternal and free grace of our election, in this more especially, thatastigtalk men not

to be elected; but that some are neglect, or passed by, in the eternal election of God, whom truly God, from most free, just,
irreprehensible, and immutable good pleasure, decreed to leave in the common misery into which they had, by their owadfault,
themselves; and not to bestow on them living faith, and the grace of conversion; but having been left in their own waysieanast
judgment, at length, not only on account of their unbelief, but also of all their other sins, to condemn and eternallytbamsko the
manifestation of his own justiceAnd this is the decree of reprobation, which determines that God is, in no wise, the adtkior, wvhich,
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Dear Calvinists,

Before you read the continuation of this docume nHethathatmanmber

ear, let him hear what the Spirit saithunt o t he churches. 0



The doctrine oPredestinationas stated in Calvinism, is falséhe above text dictates if God chose you to be saved you can never be
lost. However, if He did not choose you for salvation there is nothing you will be able téalpare predestinedThis hasnade people
believe everything that happens is fat€hey are taught there is no need to do anything because God determines the fatepf eve
man. This time period is not a great age of evangelishis a struggle for those that are already a part of the chuttkod only

chooses certain people to be saved as predestination teaches, it would cause one to believe much of the Bible is writerT hee
DNBI G /2YYAadaaAzy aleéazr a!yR IS &l AR dzy (2 eleksréaiire Bethatbdievaily (i 2
and is baptized shall lgaved but he thatbelieveth notshall bedamnedbe 06 a I NKJV) This dompission is given to all Christiins.
is the theme of the seven lettersto the churchésL. |y 26 (K& ¢2N)] &aé¢ Aad |y SElFYAydatiazy 2
Commission.Man has free will to choose if he will be saved or damn®@dme early Calvinists actually stopped being evanugelisth
their messages in fear of saving someone God did not predestinate for salvatdpture demands we preach the Gospel to gver
creature. How many souls were lost throughout history due to this kind of thinkidg?will see throughout the rest of the Boof
Revelation that God will give everyone on earth more chances to turn to Jégsvill also see every creature must be giverhance to
hear the Gospel before God pours out his wrath.

ArminianView-Cw9 9 2 L[ [ T aly Aad RSLIN} SR> K2 ¢S @SN Kedsinot dlde téoHisRih & 1 K
VI GdzNBXZ o6dzi OF y NBaLlRy RHe is Aot iiréeRaydinstRibldvilbid atcept @dlie N&yeSHi@ will asist dim if
he so desires.
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perfect sacrifice and satisfaction for sins; of infinite value and price, abundantly sufficient to expiate the sins abléweavid; but

because many who are called by the Gospel do not repent, nor believe in Christ, but perish in unbelief; this doth mohadste€t or
insufficiency of the sacrifice offered by Christ upon the cross, but from their own faold. willed that Christ, through th@ood of the

cross, should, out of every people, tribe, nation, and language, efficaciously redeem all those, and those only, whonebeenity
OK2aSy 2 alt@lFiA2y> IyR 3AAGBSY (2 KAY o6& GKS CFOKSNE dGKIFG

This teaching is incorreciVe must keep the Bible as the final authority. 1 Timothy 2:&¢ YW+ ¢S &4SS3 éaretdkb2 & A f
saved, and to come to the knowledge of the trutfor there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Chust Je
Who gave himself mnsomforals (2 0 S (S a i XhskdiRure’says rindos foil ot iSrdne chosen or elect.

ArminianView - CONDITIONAL ELECTION: God chooses people on the basis of knowing beforehand they would respond to His
working through the Holy Spirit.He elected only those He knew would respond to Hiffihis makes election dependant upon what
man would do.



Calvinistic ViewPoint3.-a h ¥ Y I y Q& / AlNdedardicdnéeiyed in i) énd born the children of wrath, indisp@septi) to all
saving goodpropenseto evil, dead in sin, and the slaves of sin; and without regenerating grace of the Holy Spirit, thAeyv neither are wiIIiAr
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We know this is false because of so many scriptures in the Btlitea fact sin separates us from Gdgod tells us itsa. 1:15my Y Wt X
when ye spread forth your hands, | will hide my eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, | will not hear: your harfdscir
blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to doekell; se
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the wid@ame now, and let us reason togethegith the LORD:
though your sins be scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be gséwool

D2 R (i Sviashaoudz@ake yoi, put awal Fhis is not the act of the Holy Ghost forcing man to return to Gbis. God telling sinful
man to return to his own free willCommit the acts that show repentance from a free willman responds, God will forgivénn

ArminianView - UNLIMITED ATONEMENT: Christ obtained salvation for everyone on the cross however, this does not give everyone
salvation. They must respond to God before this is effectual to them.

Calvinistic ViewPoint4-a¢ h ¥ DNJ OS [Bwyt R lik€ Nadiir a3, by thie &ll, man does not cease to be man, embeitle

intellect and will; neither hath sin; which has pervaded the whole human race, taken away the nature of the human spetieattbu
depraved and spiritually stained it; so that even this divine grace of regeneration does not act upon men like stoclkesamut tiske away
the properties of his will; or violently compel it, while unwilling; but it spiritually quickens, heals, corrects, andysaegtt the same

time powerfully, inclines it; so that whereas before it was wholly governed by the rebellioreaistenceof the flesh, now prompt and
sincere obedience of the Spirit may begin to reign; in which the renewal of our spiritual will, and our liberty, truly; comgigch manner,

(or for which reason), unless the admirable Author of all good should work in us, there could be no hope to man of msiing fatl by
GKFG FTNBS gAftfr 08 GKAOKXI ¢gKSy adlyRAYy3IZ KS FStft Ayid2 NUzAyd

Once again the error is that man cannot return to God after he has sirfBedpture tells us ih John 2:3H  YW=+x3> aaé f A G0
things write me unto you, that ye sin notAnd if any man sin we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righte®ud.he is
GKS LINPLAGALFGAZ2Y FT2N) 2dzNJ aAyaszs yR y2G F2N 2dzNBR 2yt ez odzi |

Again we see Jesus died for the sins of the whole w@ld.is condemned, but if we do sin we have an advocate with the Falbsus
stands for us and when we repent our sin is forgivetake no mistake however, this does not give you a credit card for sin.



ArminianView - RESISTIBLE GRACE: God the Holy Spirit calls all that are to be saved unith&tazhll however, is not
compulsory. Man can and does reject that call of the Spirit, thus condemning himsé&le Holy Spirit can do nothing withoute free
will decision of the person.

Calvinistic View Point 5.- & h §erseverenceGod who is rich in mercy, from his immutable purpose of election, does not wholly take aw
his Holy Spirit from his own, even in lamentable falls; nor does he permit them to glide gowalap) that they should fall from the grace
2T TR2LIIAZ2YZT YR (KS adlaS 2F 2dzZ20ATFTAOFGA2Y T 2N Odphiitiey G K S
should cast themselves headlong into eternal destructiSo.that not by their own merits or strength, but by the gratuitousrayeof God,
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The last of the false points Eternal Security This is the belief once you are saved you can never bellostf NB & LJ2 y aHeo A €
chooses who will be saved, he saves them, and that is thgou served the Lord 30 years and you slipped and committedthesin
committed Calvinist would say you were never saved in the first p[bey would say it is impossible to sin if you are savegithers hold
the view if you are saved no sin you commit can cause you to lose your salvetisns the deadliest doctrine yeto teachsomeone they
can actually live in sin and still be in the will of Gtds very possible for you to sin and backslide right out of thieofviod. Remember
our first church Ephesuslhey were a backslidden church who God told to repent and return to what they hadNibstiroughthe Bible

are stories of people who backslide and returned to the Lakthat do you think the story of the Prodigal Son is abottz Podigal Son is
the man that strays from the will of God'he father is the Father God waiting for the son to return (found in Luke 15:11).

Arminian View - INSECURITY OF THE BELIEVER: The standaridn today holds that a person can lose his salvatioh.K A & R2 S &
seem to be the original position however, as theminianswhen the controversy started stated that this needed more studyndeed,
someArminiansover the years have held to a very strict view of the Security of the believer.

The system views God as the instigator of salvation (the call) and man, the red®gteeen the two they get the job done, so
speak.Man is given the choice between heaven and hell, between peace with God and turmoil, between God and thdeeDeeay.
choose as he wills{l wonder why anyone would not choose God!)

People allow sin to live in their lives and they become deBtkir light goes out as does their spiritual influence on a dyioidd. In my
2LIAYA2Y Y GKA& A& oKIFOG WSadza 61 & NB T JeshskoldFhis dharchdop®igct thettring théy R 6
had because it was a great improvement over that of Roiteey were commanded to not let the doctrines of their church @ecrently,
some of these denominational preachers do not believe in God, heaven, or any of the supernatural aspects of ti&hBiblgn some
cases, has become a social action to save trees or protect baby seals.



Jesus told them to repent, turn around, and find the truth in their doctrine or else He would come upon them as a theeighthHis
warning meant that He is coming to judge theimo you know how He will judge thent?e will leave them behind when He takes His
church in the RaptureJesus said | am coming like a thief in the nidig ready. Would this not imply that there are membeof this
church who could be left behind?

As we have seen in the history of Sardis, it was built in an impregnable pacene could defeat heiTwice however, Sardls 3 dzI NF
asleep while soldiers climbed the wall and overtook hiéris was because no one was watchikigs the job of the Pastor t,emember
what became of this city and watch over his churtfe is to ensure his doctrine is perfect and his people are ready for theagoof the
Lord.

8. Why does Jesus say " Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and hold fast, and repent"?
9. Why does Jesus say " If therefore tlstaltnot watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and trghaltnot
know what hour | will come upon thee"?

Rev 3:4 KJV Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk w
in white: for they are worthy.
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faulty there were still people in the church living riglt. spite of the doctrines of eternal security, predestination, amel tejection of
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be with Jesus in the heavenly ciffhey will wear robes of righteousness because they were found worthy.

10. What does Jesus mean by " Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled their garments;
and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy"?

Rev 3:5 KJV He thavercometh the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of
the book of life, but | will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.
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interesting, Jesus will put them in white raiment and will not blot them out of the book of M#y did Jesus say that?
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Catholicism.What happened when they disagreed with RomR8me declared them heretics, stripped them of their garments, digksse
them in burlap sacks, crowned them with paper crowns of demons, denounced them before heaven, and cast them i¢sUrekid if
they overcame those things He would NOT denounce thieesaid He would confess them before His Fathker.would dress them in
robes of white and would not remove their names from the book of life. It is nice to know no clergyman can take my nathe boak of
life.

Before the Reformation began there were men who created the atmosphere for the eVartReformation is a very important pait
history and | cannot begin to do it justice with the writing of this artiég.no means does the list that follows contaiegvimportant
member of the Reformationl just want to give you some background on a few key playEngre are several great books anddtuilms
on the Reformation movement and how the Bible ended up in our hands tddaycourage you to read and watch theffake someime
to read about the men who brought you your religious freedom and who gave me the opportunity to write this information ddgimeae
it with you.

Most information about the men of the reformation found below is taken directly from the

John Fo Foxe's Book of Martyrs.

John Wycliffe born in 1329 and educated at Oxford where he
became a doctor of Theologide attacked the mendicant friars
and the system of monasticism, rejected and opposed the
authority of the Pope in England, and he wrote against the
doctrine of transubstantiation (bread and wine turns into the
actual body of Christ as taught by Roman Catholicigthe).

regarded these merely as symbols and urged the church to make
service more simple according to the New Testament pattétis.
greatest work was his translation of the
New Testament into English completed
1380. He completed the Old Testamen
with the help of friends in 1384He also
died in 1384.He felt that every English
boy should have the Bible in his own
language.It was forbidden to lay people

Jobm Wycliffa



- WycliffeQd ¥ 2 iLdll&2dd Sabdhe English Bible and were
2 ~% formedinto evangelistic teams who won people to Chrisihder King
Henry V and Henry V theollardswere persecuted and
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for the Reformation. The Catholic church at one point sought to kill
Wycliffe, but they found themselves in an awful fix one day when
Rome wdxe up and had two PopedNith two infallible Popes there is
bound o be trouble. The two men began to excommunicate each
other and no one knew who was in or out, up or down. order to
solve te dilemma the church elected another Pope and got rid of the
othertwo.L R2y Qi (y2¢6 oK2 ol a AyTlf
but it was a messBefore they could get to Wycliffe he died of natural
causes.When they did get to him 40 years after his death they dug u
: . - - his grave, sat him in a chair, tried his skeleton as a heretic, and

lohn Wycliffe sending his followers the Lollards denouned him to hell. They burned what was left of him and
dumped his ashes in the River ThamB& you think he really left heaven when they did this to hififiere is no way man hasykind of
power to do such a thingOnly God controls heaven and hell.

- -

John Huss, born 136%He was Bohemian
and a mighty ChristianHe did a few things
to upset Rome.One of them being, he let
the people drink from the Communion

cup. The Communion cup was forbidden to
the Catholic church memberg.he Catholic
church believed the cup held the actual
blood of Christ.What if some of it spilled on
someone?The wine was holy, but the
commoner was not.They would have had to
burn that person at the stakelLaymen were
a2dz2NDSa 2F AyO2YSo
afford to burn them all at the stake so, just 3
the priest drank the wine. '

John Huss serving communion



