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Chapter 17 does not follow 16 in a chronological order, it is another one of those 
parenthetical chapters that we talked about in an earlier chapter. It will give us some very 
important information. Chapter 17and 18are treated by some people as two totally 
different subjects. Some treat 17a Mystery Babylon the great harlot religion, and they treat 
Chapter 18 as a commercially rebuilt Babylon located in Iraq. Personally, I think Chapter 17
and 18are talking about the same identical thing. Chapter 17we are introduced to Mystery 
Babylon, Chapter 18 we see her judgment, and the first few verses of Chapter 19 tell us 
who would be in Heaven at the time that she has been judged.

Rev.  17:1 And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, 
and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shewunto thee the 
judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters: 2 With whom the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the 
earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 3 So he carried 
me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 
scarlet colouredbeast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and 

ten horns. 4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and 
decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having agolden cup in her 
hand full of abominations and filthiness of her fornication: 5 And upon her 
forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 6 And I saw thewoman 
drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of 
Jesus: and when I saw her, I wondered with great admiration. 7 And the angel 
said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will tell thee the mystery of the 
woman, and of the beast that carrieth her, which hath the seven heads and 
ten horns.

Now we see a very mysterious thing, we see a woman dressed in scarlet color. Throughout
the world's history this color has seemed to follow harlots. This one happens to be a high 
priestess of Babylonian worship, so she has thename Mystery and Blasphemy upon her. 



This woman has a great golden cup in her hand. Who is the 
woman?  She is riding on the back of a strange beast, on the heads 
of that beast are written the names of blasphemy. He is also 
scarlet colored. He has seven heads and ten horns. Who is he? The 
scripture is going to tell us who they are. It seems that wherever 
this beast goes he carries the woman. The beast gets to go 
wherever he wants because the woman helps him to go there. So 
they have this partnership. This woman is riding on a dangerous 
beast, she should have listened to what Confuses said: "He who 
rides tiger must not get off." She is going to have trouble. Who is 
the woman? She is the Babylonian religion that is found in the 
Roman Catholic Church of today. By this time in the future the 
Roman Catholic Church will dominate the entire religious scene. 
Who is the beast? It is the revived Roman Empire.
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Rev. 17:8 The beast that thou sawestwas, and is not; and shall ascend out of 
the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the earth 
shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of life from the 
foundation of the world, when they behold the beast that was, and is not, and 
yet is. 9 And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven 
mountains, on which the woman sitteth. 10 And there are seven kings: five are 
fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must 
continue a short space.

The beast is the same beast that we have been seeing all through our study. It is the gentile 
world power system. The identities of the heads are as follows Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia, 
DǊŜŜŎŜΣ wƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƘŜŀŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ǊŜǾƛǾŜŘ wƻƳŀƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜΦ wƻƳŜΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ϦōŜŀǎǘ 
that was, and is not, and yet is." This is a reference to the Antichrist that will die and then 
come to life again. This beast is taking its final form right now. Remember how the whole 
world united to kick Sadamout of Kuwait? I have suggested that the Antichrist will come from 
there, do you see how easy it would be for a leader of that little country to get the world to 
unite?

There are a few more things that I want to point out in our text. If we look at the people who 
dominated the world we have seven different mountains in history, every one of them had this 
in common, the Babylonian religion dominated all of them, making their rulers into gods. The 
rulers couldn't rule their dynasties without the support and aid of the priests. A man that can make you a god can turn you right back into a 
human being. These kings would have to sell their souls to Babylonian whore.

There are seven kings. Five are fallen, (We are looking through the eyes of John, we are seeing this during his life time.), Five are fallen, the 
Egyptians are gone, the Assyrians are gone, the Babylonians are gone, the Persians are gone, and the Greeks have passed from the scene. 
¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀŜǎŀǊΦ {ŜǾŜƴ ƪƛƴƎǎΣ ŦƛǾŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƭƭŜƴΣ ƻƴŜ ƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴe is yet to come. 
The Antichrist and his form of the Roman Empire had not yet come, and it would be a good while before he makes it on the scene.

Then the text says, "when he cometh, he must continue a short space." The Roman Empire lasted almost a thousand years, and inthe East 
it lasted longer than that. Alexander the Great'sempire lasted about 300 years before that had been gobbled up, and the others lasted a 
few hundred years. The Antichrist is only going to get a kingdom that lasts only seven years. He continues for a very short space. Now in 
verse eleven we see that the "beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth." When we hear about "the beast that was and is not," 
remember an earlier chapter when the Antichrist was wounded to death. When he receives the deadly wound, he is not. But then he is 
resurrected, he is. He is of the seven, and goethinto perdition. Perdition meaning Hell.



Rev. 17:11 And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition. 12 
And the ten horns which thou sawestare ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as 
kings one hour with the beast.

This sounds like a riddle doesn't it? The Antichrist is the creator of an eighth empire. He wants to make everybody worship him as God. He is 
taking this final Roman Empire with the ten kings and tries to turn it into a global empire. Almost everybody on the face of the earth is 
under him, this new empire. It will be like Julius Caesar who came to a Republic ruled by Senators, where the ruler must answer to the 
senate and its laws. Julius Caesar using his armies forced the senate to make decisions that changed the Republic into an Empire. The place 
was still Rome but instead of a republic. It is now an Empire. Caesar now reigns all powerful. This would be like the president of the United 
States declaring a national emergency today and invoke certain laws, declaring "I am your leader until this problem is solved." He would 
turn the republic into an empire. He could then make the armies do his bidding. The law is on his side because of executive order. Our 
whole society would be turned upside down and we would not have one constitutional right left. Until that man declared the emergency is 
over, he has that power.

From this verse we get this impression that the kingdom of these ten kings doesn't even exist at this moment (the moment of John's vision), 
but their kingdom will exist in the future when Rome has split into many nations. We also get the impression that as the Antichrist is to 
come into power, there are also ten very special individuals waiting to take control of ten different governments. In this whole process they 
all arrive on the scene at about the same time and they decide to pull all of the kingdoms together. All of them gain glory, authority and                  

power by empowering this one man (Antichrist).

Rev. 17:13 These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the 
beast. 14 These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for 
he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and they that are with him are called, and 
chosen, and faithful. 

They will gather together and make war against Jesus Christ. Understand that Jesus Christ is coming 
back. It might be possible if they all laid their swords down, bowed down and said we know that you 
(Jesus) are the rightful ruler of this planet, our creator, we have all been wrong, we are laying down our 
swords, and we are asking you to forgive us, then the whole outcome would be different. God already 
knows that they are not going to do that, they are literally going to go to war against Jesus Christ.



Now when the Lord comes, he is going to have an army with him. Who makes up this army? The scripture tells us, "they that arewith him 
are called, and chosen, and faithful." The scripture is not talking about angels. Do you know whom it is talking about? Theseare the 
believers. Every man or woman that God saves, he has given a calling. We are all called, maybe to different positions and responsibilities. A 
person can be called to be a prayer warrior, a person can be called to be a tither, a person can be called a church attendee (I wish God 
would call more of those). Notice the verse says "faithful," faithful to God in everything, life and work.

"Called Faithful and chosen," God calls everybody but it is up to you to be faithful to do what God has called you to do. Godisgoing to 
choose you, here is how it starts, first God chooses you to be saved. Then calls you to be faithful to come to church, read your Bible and live 
a Christian life. God will do more choosing. Choose you to teach a Sunday School class, to sing a special song, and then if you are faithful in 
that God might choose something else for you to do. He may send you to be a pastor or a missionary somewhere. He just keeps calling you 
to a larger and larger responsibility in the service in the Lord. Maybe one man who is faithful to be a Pastor might find himself in a church 
administration position somewhere overseeing a hundred churches, insuring that they are doing well. One of these days Jesus is going make 
the final choice in rapturingthe chosen out of the earth. He is going to rapture the faithful not the unfaithful, he will choose the faithful and 
they will go to stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ. Our works will follow us up. He chooses the faithful and gives themten cities, five 
cities, to have responsibility over. So the people that will come back with Him are the faithful ones that he can count on. Whenyou go into 
battle you don't the cowards behind you, they might get shaking so badly that they could shoot you in the back. You want a man that is 
proven faithful in the battle, a man that will protect your life more than his own, the man that you can depend on. The Lord hasgiven us a 
lifetime to show how dependable that we are.

Rev. 17:15 And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 

We are talking about the Whore here, and we have heard some things about her earlier. We have 
heard that she is a great city, and she is sitting over many waters, that she rules from ocean to ocean, 
sea to sea over many people, by this end time she is ruling practically over everybody.

Rev. 17:16 And the ten horns which thou sawestupon the beast, these shall hate the 
whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat her flesh, and burn her 
with fire. 17 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give 
their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 18 And the 
woman which thou sawestis that great city, which reignethover the kings of the 
earth.



Who is the woman that rides the beast? We have looked at the beast and seen world Gentile powers starting from Egypt continues to the 
Roman Empire followed by the Antichrist's eighth kingdom, (which we refer to as the revived Roman Empire). This woman has a golden cup, 
we have seen her during our study of the Seven Churches in the church of Pergamosand Thyatira (Chapter 2 of this study guide). We have a 
woman known as the Mona Lisa of Nimrod, or Semiramis. Most of the Madonna's that you see in different churches and cultures are just 
Mystery Babylon under different guises. Wherever the Catholic church went they just renamed whatever fertility goddess they encountered 
"Mary." That is why so many different customs and rituals are wrapped around Mary in so many different countries. They were all fertility 
goddesses that were worshipped in their own way. The local people wouldn't give up their fertility goddess.
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