Revelation Study Guide
Chapter 3- Rapture‘
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1Th4:1517 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the comin
of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. (16) For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: (17) Then:
which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and s
shall we ever be with the Lord.

With these words, Paul details the Rapture for us. He tells us when it will happen and how it will hajpeeRapture will hgpen at Jesus
coming. In simple terms believers dead and living are changed the dead are resurrected and the living are rendered irBaotbrtal.
however, are caught up into the heavens where they will meet the Lord. In this section we want to take the time to stuety this
important Bible Doctrine. Despite the fact that the Doctrine of the Rapture is fully supported by the Bible, there is mtuahecsy
concerning it. Some would go as far as rejecting it together, while others would rearrange the timing of the rapture.
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moment no one knowsThat knowledge is held in reserve by God the Father. What is revealed to us is its
- relationship to other prophetic events. The climatic event of our age will be the Sés@nTribulation; the

- rapture of the Church will happen before the Tribulation. When we consider the awfulness of the Tribulati
this is a very comforting thought, it is no wonder that Paul after revealing the Rapture to the Thessaloniat
wrote thesewordsg M ¢ K nYmy 2 KSNBEF2NBE O2 YT 2 NThereayeSonie il K S
would try to steal that comfort away from us. That was just exactly what would happen to the Thessaloni:
a deceiver would come to them and try to convince them that the Tribulation had already started and tha
they were in it. In response to this Paul wrdte hessalonianshapter2, in which he told them not to let
anyone deceive them concerning the order of events that consisted of Rapture and Tribulation.

2 Thes 2:1-3 Now we beseech you, brethren, by
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our
gathering together unto him, (2) That ye be not
soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as
that the day of Christ is at hand. (3) Let no man
deceive you by any means: for that day shall not
come, except there come a falling away first, and
that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;

Notice the subject of the passageo @ G KS O2YAy3 2F 2dzN
2dzNJ I G KSNRA Yy 3 (it A KSchhirdpgfih2 Lokd and thé Rapt
GG KS 3 BecBndantdtheim to not allow any man to deceive them
concerning the order of these events and then lays out the order of events. The™
GRI & 2 s the RrilMation. £aul states that it cannot come unless two things take place first. The first thing that must taistipéace
a ¥l £ f A yTHis térma heie @néans to fall away from the earth. It is to leave one place and to go to another. Remember that the sub
the coming of the Lord and our gathering unto him. Falling away from the earth is what happens to the believers asRlagyuaesl Paul
wants to make sure that this is perfectly clear. The second thing that must happendisaiHe y” 2 the AptiEhyist sust come forth, and
until he comes there can be no Tribulation.



LG A& 6A0GK tetndzinabhdlecéhe Yo thaf e have prepared this section. It is our desire to strengthen your understanding
of this vital Biblical Doctrine. It is my prayer that you will be comforted by reading this section.
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A.This wordd NJ- LJimdaN&aking up, and it designates
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It comes from the Latinapio, which means to be caught up.
In light of this, rapture is the name we give to the event we
know as the catching away of the Saints by Jesus. ’

1. RAPTURE The catching up of believers by Christ at the
time of His return. The word came into use by way of the
Latinrapioused to translate the Greek term af
Thessalonians 4:1 harpagesomethaliving believers are
said to be "caught up" to meet the Lord at His coming.
*Holman Bible Dictionary

2.In the first case, we need to recognize that "the Bible" has
changed form over time. Originally, the Bible was written i ===
Hebrew and Greek. But for most of the history of the Churc
the Bible used by the majority of people was not in these original languages. Instead, people used a translation inihé&ngagage,
just as we use an English translation today. And for the greater part of the history of the Church, the translation usstirbyhm West
was the Latin Vulgate. This was "the Bible" for more than a thousand-yaadisiominated Bible study and doctrine for a perfadlonger
than any other translation. It reigned supreme in the West until the time of the Reformation when men began to returnytthstdiginal
language texts and translate them into the vulgar tongues (e.g., German, English).

The term rapture means "to seize" and "to carry off,” and is taken from the phrase "caught Lipft#h17in the Latin Vulgate which reads:
Deindenos quivivimus quirelinquimur simulrapiemurcumillis in nubibusobviamChristoin aera, et sicsempecum Domincerimus [Then
we, who are alive, who remain, together will be caught up with them in the clouds to meet Christ in the air, and so alwdythwilLord
we will be] [Emphasis added]



So we see that the term "rapture” is in the Bibigjust
depends which Bible you are talking about! If you mean
one of the recent translations which have only been on
the scene for decades, or even the KJV which is hundre«
of years old, then you won't find the term. But if you are
talking about the Grand Daddy of all Bibles which ruled
for a millennium (the Vulgate), then the term is indeed
there!

- and the

dead in Even if we could not find the actual term "rapture” in a
_,f";l“r"‘_ Bible, it would not indicate that the doctrine of the
first, Rapture is not taught within Scripture. After all, we don't
':fh’:“}'] find the termsTrinity, OmnipresenceOmniscienceor
R Incarnationin Scripture, but these doctrines are clearly
alive.. taught by Scripture. So all that is necessary to establish

the truth of a teaching is whether the concept is found in
Scripture. Here too, the Rapture passes the test.
*Norman L.Geislerand William E. Nix, A General
Introduction to the Bible (Chicago, IL:
1986), 26.

CIM THE THINK LING

3. If we go back to the original language of the New Testament, we finchfsiemurof 1 Th4:17in the Vulgate to oF 20 BLEL,

be a translation of the Greek terivkK = h 12 “[K | NLJ} 3 T K @hiclvi§thieKLbt person, plural, future tense,
passive voice, indicative mood form of the vétt K .[K | NIZmledhing to "snatch, seize, i.e., take suddenly and
vehemently" and which can denote "rescue from a threatening danger.” Danker, A-Enegikh Lexicon of the New ™
Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 109
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I IT IS AN IMPORTANT BIBLICAL DOCTRINE.

A. Jesus taught it.



A
1. Mat 24:27-29 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, asdinetheven unto the g e ‘J » L.
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be. (28)WAweresoeverthe carcase el " '
is, there will the eagles be gathered together. (29) Immediately after the tribulation o - . ’ b :

of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and ~ LS ‘ £
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 4 .

a. His body is the carcass and the eagles argdpéured Saints.
b. It happens like lightening and immediately after the Tribulation begins.

2. Luke 21:3436 And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and [so] that day
come upon you unawares. (35) For as a snare shall it come on all them that dwell on the
face of the whole earth. (36) Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before
the Son of man.

a.In the verses proceedirigike 21:34 36, the terribleness of the Tribulation is revealed. Now Jesus warns His people not to be distract
by the business of life until they are caught off guard by the Tribulation. He, in this scripture, warns that the tritwilairorolve the

whole earth. Then & holds out the hope of escaping the evemtlL. JNJ € @
ye may be accounted 2 NIi K& (i # theSTabDIatibdSsdyeéing to cover

the whole of the wald then it stands to reason that one must leave the planei
N to escape the Tribation. That is what Jesus is referring to when he sayi,2
stand before the Soof Mané { Ay OS KS A& Ay | St @¢
taken there beforehe Tribulation.

% B.Paul taught it.

1.1 Cor. 15:5355 Behold, shewyou a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we
= shall all be changed, (52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the lasl
. trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptibl
and we shall be changed. (53) For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal [must] put on immortality. (54) So when this corruptible shall
have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. (55) O death, where [is] thy sting? O grave, where [is] thy victory?



a. It is to the Rapture that Paul is referring to in this passage. The rapture is an event that happens like lighteninggtagrsonpded and
the dead are released from the power of the grave and the living are changed from mortal too immortal. He gives us thesdyiaeni

Rapture.

-

2.1Th4:14-18 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them
also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him. (15) For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. (16) Ramihe
himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the deladsnsGall
rise first: (17) Then we which are alive [and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet thenlibeglair: and

so shall we ever be with the Lord. (18) Wherefore comfort one another with these words.




a. There can be no doubt as to what Paul is talking about here the Dead and the I|V|ng Saints are
caught up together to meet Jesus in the Air. .
They areRaptured

C.John taught it.

1.1 Jo 3:2 Beloved now are we the sons of God
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be lik
him; for we shall see him as he is.

a.John believed in the Rapture. He expected Je
to appear; He expected the believers to be changeel e sin. o)y you st el hat where L, e e iy e
to be like Jesus. This is the same change Paul talked about, and it is the same event.

D. The Book of Revelation teaches it.

1. The Church of Sardis is warned they could mi$gei. 3:24
Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, and
hold fast, and repent. If therefore thoshalt not watch, | will come on thee as a thief, and thalnalt

not know what hour | will come upon thee. (4) Thou hast a few names even in Sardis which have not
defiled their garments; and they shall walk with me in white: for they are worthy.
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it will happen like a thief coming in the night. The thief will come and take what is valuable and leave

behind a sense of loss. It appears that only a few of the members of that church will be ready for the

Rapture.

2. The Church of Philadelphia is promised the RaptRe. 3:10 Because thou hast kept the word of
my patience, | also will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world,
to try them that dwell upon the earth. 11 Behold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast,
that no man take thy crown. 12 Him thatvercomethwill | make a pillar in the temple of my God,

and he shall go no more out: and | will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the
city of my God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and | will
write upon him my new name.



