Laodicea & The Net

By Raymond L. Shockley

: ‘”ﬁ In Matthew chapter thirteen Jesus give us a set of parables that are
< =4 meant to help us understand the Kingdom of Heaven. There are seven

- them. The Kingdom of Heaven is the Christian Church. The seven
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%7 messages that reveal the history of the Christian church in advance. Th
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of the seven church ages. They give us an understanding of the
conditions existing in the final state of the Christian church.
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used to sell their church growth merchandise, training manuals, videos, books, the downloadlng of their services, atattihg oblthe
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followers to experience all of the conditions of the following verse.
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Lessons from the Netvat 13:4750 Again, the kingdom
of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered.
of every kind: (48) Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and’ +
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad ]
away. (49) So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just, (50) And
shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and .
gnashing of teeth.
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32 times in the Gospel of Matthew. John the Baptist introduces us T R i ¥ AT .
theterm,Mat3:1-H LYy GK2aS RlI&a OIFYS W2Ky (0KS . lFLWGAad> LINBIFOKAy3
in the wilderness of Judaea, (2) And saying, Repent ye: for the
kingdom of heaverh & | { JeKus wilRbégin his ministry by preachindyiat 4:17 i K Ringdom of Heave® £
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Heaven is made up of the believers of Old and New Testament. The New Testament believers are members of the Churéleta?:&od.
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become part of the Kingdom of God will be from those who manage to survive the Tribulation time and their offspring keafiether
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The Christian church is a tvdimensional entity. It has both a visible and invisible dimension. The invisible factor igumkgingdom that
has only one entry point. Faith in and the acceptance that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that his death on the diegsipaidft
redemption and is the only way into the invisible dimension of the church.
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John 1:12v o Butias many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons gf[®ash] to them that believe on his name:
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The other dimension is physical. Itis seen in organized denominational structures, church buildings and differentahe@isgasions.
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g (0 KS revéaNIBat there are those who are members of the physical church but have never become a part of the spiritual chur
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in his field: (25)But while men slepthis enemy came and sowed tares
among the wheatand went his way (26) But when the blade was sprung
up, and brought forthfruit, then appeared the tares also. (27) So the
servants of the houseolder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow
good seed in thy fi@? from whence then hath it tares? (28) He said unto
them, An enemy hath dne this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gatherthem up? (29) But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather
up the tares, ye rooup also the wheat with them. (30) Let both grow
together until the havest: and in the time of harvest | will say to the
reapers, Gather ye tgether first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn
them: but gathertheg KS I & Ay G2 Y& ol NJ ®é

The Tares are sown in the Kingdom of Heaven and allowed to grow along si
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The true Gospelis &aAy 3t S K221 SELISNASYyOS 4
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involves the preaching of the Jesus Christ, the son of God, his death and resurrection. It is up to each —

hearer to accept and believe or to reject. Only those who believe and are obedient to the demands ¥

of the Gospel can enter into the Kingdom of Heawark 16:15Mmc  a! YR KS alF AR dzyi2 GKS —b2 @ S
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. (16) He that believeth and is baptized ; /
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his own free will. That is the way the true Gospel functions and the way a true believer is born again. _3 ]
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The net that is cast into the sea is not an individual experience. It is a group experience, not -
depending on the will of the group. Those who cast the net into the sea do so because of flnancleil,_;ﬁﬂ;t
reasons. They are trying to trap as many f|sh as they can. This is a perfect symbol of the Laodlceam- e 4
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net for the purpose of entrapping large numbers of people.



The modern dayaodiceargurus have studied, surveyed, analyzed, recruited, and organized to

0dZAf R I OSNEB STFSOGAGS ySiG Ay 2NRSN) (G2 &6S
SELISNASYOS A& y2i lo2dzi AYRADGARIZ f OK2AO0S:
with a cell structure that sweeps the unsuspecting fish from the sea of humanity. Satan, the mas
manipulator has donated his spirit, music, his philosophy, and his management skills to guarant
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him away from everyone, off to a mountain retreat to attempt the second temptation. It is the
pattern of attack that Satan is using repeatedly on lesser : e
stature recruits of todayjLuke 45y a! YR (KS RS Q)\ f 2wk 1AYy3I KAY
up into an high mountainshewedunto him all the kingdoms ¥ S e
of the world in a moment of time. (6) And the devil said
unto him, All this power will | give thee, and the glory of
them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever |
will I give it. (7) If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall &},
bethine. (8) And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get §f; %

thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thahalt worship "A.S’
the Lord thy God, and him onlshalt i K 2 dz BEAMIIRID & give Jesus the whole world if he wo

only survey the culture and develop a ministry approach that was culturally relevant. This could o/ be
accomplished by coming to terms with the spirit of the world. If Jesus would do that, all would bejis; : :
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was to have forfeited the life giving force of the Cross. It was to pollute the redemptive blood of tte

Son of God. Death and sin would remain in the net, leaving the fish of humanity to perish in theirf ,sm - ) ¢
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Satan: for it is written, Thowshalt worship the Lord thy God, and him ongpalt(i K 2 dz a4t 8 bidd Sidgito have a net cast before you
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When Jesus uses an object in a parable, the natural qualities of the object are meant to give us information about@ufiterphrt. In
this case the simple fishing net is meant to give us an understanding of the final church Laodicea. What is true coheéshirgytnet
will be true of theLaodicearchurch. We will take a look at some simple facts concerning fishing nets.

A. The Purposes of the Net. F f o

1. To enrich the owner of the net. There was only one reason a man in §
Biblical days would cast a net into the sea. It was to make money, obtai
food and enrich himself.

a. 2 Peter 2:13 But there were false prophets also among the people, ‘-4. R

even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring =

in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and gh“ lasisanian

bring upon themselves swift destruction. (2) And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the waylo#talit be
evil spoken of. (3) And through covetousness shall tivty feigned words make merchandise of yowhose judgment now of a long
time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

b. This is what the fisherman does with his net; he makes merchandise of the fish to be sold in the market. The parailé]l iKBai a { S
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Plastosto mould as in clay or wax. The idea is, therefore, of words molded at will to suit their vain imaginatichsy OSy & Q& 2 2
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themselves, angbrivily introduce their pernicious principles; and therefore new words and phrases are always to be suspected and gué
against, especially in articles of moment and importance: or with flattering words and fair speeches, great swelling wardydfaving
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experlmentlng surveying, craftlng and formlng a phllosophy for church growth With carefully crafted 8
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speeches are being bought and sold, which are carefully molded to please and attract the fish. Anointe
preaching of the Word of God has been replaced by the crafted speeches that are acted out.
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One of the reasons that the Holy Ghost speaks to us in such plain terms is that men we should be able to trust willswgleadah
deceptive terms that it will be difficult to not be deceived. Those men will often be the top leadership of the diffeneatidational

groups.

1 Timothy 4:3H @ b 2 BpirifiseSketh expressly, that in the latter times

some shall depart from th faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines
of devils; (2) Speakinlies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a |
K2G ANRYET |

a. This was something that the Holy Ghost felt that the church must know. It
must be known that in théime just before the Rapture of the church that there
would be many who wouldtsp teaching the faith. They would no longer teach
the doctrines of the fal from their pulpits. They would simply act out lies that
were cleverly crafted and molded in order to gather the fish into the net.

b. Demons would be at work in the end time church. Seducing spirits would enter men and these men would seduce and recruit othﬁ
pastors, who would in turn corrupt their membership.
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they are being exposed to is wrong. If they persist on in the folly being seduced by the promise of church growth, fiheythelt
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more they sear their conscience. Often what happens the affected pastors cease to be able to hear God. They will heardnsrthde

they will now recognize as God. The growth of their church will be nothing short of phenomenal. While Satan will alwaykéninae |
Gospel, the Laodicean gospel, he will anoint with his own spirit. No wonder Jesus told the Laodicean pastor he was blind.
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1. Fishing nets are entrapment tools.

a. The net is a woven series of cells. Each cell linked to the other. Done in such
way that the water can flow through and the fish are trapped.

b.¢ KS O2dzy i SNLJI NIi 2F GKS FAaAKAy3 ySi
5NA @Sy ¢ -12ynBvemeitKitSs tHe cell groups, sometimes referred to as
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c. The modern netis used to increase the harvest. It is not dependent on the Sp
of God or the individual fee will of the convert.

d. A skilled fisherman targets the kind of fish he wants to catch. He goes to whe
he knows that they are. It is common to chum the waters with bait the peculiar fish crave. This will serve to gathermmiethe area
he plans to drag his net through.

e. No fish comes to the area because of the net. Either their natural space is invaded or they are lured into trappingreréanipting
chum.

f. TheLaodicearb SG G NBSG&a | &LISOA Missiohadh Yy QK @&zZROKISNE @ K| &1 2 OKMHzNP K Kk & aad
income level. The area is surveyed, the culture is studied and the chum that will draw the fish in is scattered int@thg aiea.
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against the fish. TheaodcieatF A a KSNX Iy &aGdzRASE GKS ylFddNBFE 2F KAa OFGOK FyR
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music the majority of people in our church Ilsten to on the radio. Years ago, after beif
frustrated trying to please everyone | decided to survey our church. | passed out 3 x &%
cards to everyone in the Crowd service and asked them to write down the Call Lette
the radio station they listened to...What we discovered was that 96% of our people s
they listened to middleof-the-road adult contemporary music."
(Rick Warren, Selecting Worship Music, July 29, 2002)

of our music."
(Rick Warren, Purpose Driven Church, p. 285)
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be no better and no worse than if they hadrge into the church. The Rock concert might be
better; at least the concert promoters are up frosbout what their end desire is. They want
G2 YI1S Y2ySeé> gKAT S (K Socaptule teNisSHK It iDmbRe dhark ¢
the price of a ticket that they want to reap. Thewpnt to capture, take control of, and use
the fish to build their own little kingdom.

2. Once the fish have gathered or been
spotted the net is dropped into the
water in such a way that the fish will
not see or understand what the net is.
The fish are often too distracted by the
chum or natural food sources to notice
the net. The other fish can block the
view of the net.




