
Laodicea & The Net
In Matthew chapter thirteen Jesus give us a set of parables that are 
meant to help us understand the Kingdom of Heaven. There are seven of 
them. The Kingdom of Heaven is the Christian Church. The seven 
ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǾŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜǾŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ƻŦ !ǎƛŀέ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘƛŎ 
messages that reveal the history of the Christian church in advance. The 
Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άbŜǘέ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ 
of the seven church ages. They give us an understanding of the 
conditions existing in the final state of the Christian church. 

I never cease to be amazed at the foreknowledge of God, almost two 
millennia agƻ WŜǎǳǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άb9¢Φέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
revelation oŦ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ DǊƻǿǘƘ aƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣέ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǘƘŜ 
άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά9ƳŜǊƎŜƴǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ  ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ 

ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άLnteǊƴŜǘ !ƎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ 
άƴŜǘέ ŀǎ ƛƴ άLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀƴ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊent and alike 
ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜΣ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άbŜǘΦέ hƴƭȅ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ-knowing God could have predicted that the 
ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǳǎŜ ŀ άƴŜǘέ ǘƻ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǳǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΦ ¢he Internet is 
ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŜǊǘƛȊŜΣ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘΣ ǘǊŀƛƴΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ǘƘŜfollowers. It is 
used to sell their church growth merchandise, training manuals, videos, books, the downloading of their services, and the collecting of the 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άƴŜǘέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻƻƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ¦ǎƛƴƎ άLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘέ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻblem is what you 
ŀǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ŦƻǊΦ [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǘέ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ŀ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƧŜŎǘΣ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜm and their 
followers to experience all of the conditions of the following verse. 

wŜǾ оΥмт ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǳ ǎŀȅŜǎǘΣ L ŀƳ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΤ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿŜǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳ ŀǊǘ 
ǿǊŜǘŎƘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŜǊŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƪŜŘέΥ
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Lessons from the Net - Mat 13:47-50  Again, the kingdom 

of heaven is like unto a net, that was cast into the sea, and gathered 
of every kind:  (48)  Which, when it was full, they drew to shore, and 
sat down, and gathered the good into vessels, but cast the bad 
away.  (49)  So shall it be at the end of the world: the angels shall 
come forth, and sever the wicked from among the just,  (50)  And 
shall cast them into the furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΚέ ¢ƘŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ
32 times in the Gospel of Matthew. John the Baptist introduces us to
the term, Mat 3:1-н άLƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŎŀƳŜ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ
in the wilderness of Judaea,  (2)  And saying, Repent ye: for the 
kingdom of heaven ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ Jesus will begin his ministry by preaching in Mat 4:17 ǘƘŜ άKingdom of HeavenΦέ 
CǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άwŜǇŜƴǘΥ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ  έ¢ƘŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΣέ άYƛngdom of 
/ƘǊƛǎǘέ ƻǊ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴέ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎȅƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ! ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ three things, 
ŀ ƪƛƴƎΣ ŀ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊΦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άYƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎdom of 
Heaven is made up of the believers of Old and New Testament. The New Testament believers are members of the Church of God.  Act 2:47 
άtǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Řŀƛƭȅ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ The people that 
become part of the Kingdom of God will be from those who manage to survive the Tribulation time and their offspring born thereafter.

The Christian church is a two-dimensional entity. It has both a visible and invisible dimension. The invisible factor is a spiritual kingdom that 
has only one entry point. Faith in and the acceptance that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, that his death on the cross paid the price of 
redemption and is the only way into the invisible dimension of the church. 

WƻƘƴ мпΥс άJesus saith unto him, I am the wayΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΥ ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ ŎƻƳŜǘƘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ƳŜΦέ

John 1:12-мо άBut as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, [even] to them that believe on his name:  
όмоύ  ²ƘƛŎƘ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴΣ ƴƻǘ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘΣ ƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ƴƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ



The other dimension is physical.  It is seen in organized denominational structures, church buildings and different theological persuasions. 
tŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜs, ά¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŀǘ 
ϧ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǊŜǎέ reveals that there are those who are members of the physical church but have never become a part of the spiritual church.  
Mat 13:24-ол ά!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ Ǉǳǘ ƘŜ ŦƻǊǘƘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜƴŜŘ ǳƴǘƻ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƻǿŜŘ ƎƻƻŘ ǎŜŜŘ 

in his field:  (25)  But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares 
among the wheat, and went his way.  (26)  But when the blade was sprung 
up, and brought forthfruit, then appeared the tares also.  (27)  So the 
servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow 
good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares?  (28)  He said unto 
them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then 
that we go and gatherthem up?  (29)  But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather 
up the tares, ye rootup also the wheat with them.  (30)  Let both grow 
together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the 
reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
them: but gather the ǿƘŜŀǘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ōŀǊƴΦέ 

The Tares are sown in the Kingdom of Heaven and allowed to grow along side 
ǘƘŜ ά.ƻǊƴ !Ǝŀƛƴέ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΦ 

The true Gospel is ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ Ƙƻƻƪ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ άǘŀǊŜέ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀ          
άbŜǘέ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ ¢he true Gospel 

involves the preaching of the Jesus Christ, the son of God, his death and resurrection. It is up to each
hearer to accept and believe or to reject. Only those who believe and are obedient to the demands 
of the Gospel can enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. MarK 16:15-мс ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǳƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Dƻ ȅŜ 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  (16)  He that believeth and is baptized 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΤ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǘƘ ƴƻǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘŀƳƴŜŘΦέIt is one fish at a time biting the hook of 
his own free will. That is the way the true Gospel functions and the way a true believer is born again.

The net that is cast into the sea is not an individual experience.  It is a group experience, not 
depending on the will of the group. Those who cast the net into the sea do so because of financial 
reasons. They are trying to trap as many fish as they can. This is a perfect symbol of the Laodicean 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ŀƴŘ άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜƴέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΣ ŀ Ǝƛŀƴǘ 
net for the purpose of entrapping large numbers of people.



The modern day Laodiceangurus have studied, surveyed, analyzed, recruited, and organized to 
ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƴŜǘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ǎǿŜŜǇ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ άbŜǘέ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ Ƴŀǎǎ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǿŘ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀ άƴŜǘέ 
with a cell structure that sweeps the unsuspecting fish from the sea of humanity. Satan, the master 
manipulator has donated his spirit, music, his philosophy, and his management skills to guarantee 
ǘƘŜ ŎŀǘŎƘΦ  IŜ Ƙŀǎ άŎŀǎǘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘΦ

{ŀǘŀƴ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏŀǎǘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ άaŜƎŀ-/ƘǳǊŎƘ DǊƻǿǘƘέ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ IŜ ǘŀƪŜǎ 
him away from everyone, off to a mountain retreat to attempt the second temptation. It is the 
pattern of attack that Satan is using repeatedly on lesser 
stature recruits of today. Luke 4:5-у ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ
up into an high mountain, shewedunto him all the kingdoms
of the world in a moment of time.  (6)  And the devil said 
unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the glory of 
them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomsoever I 
will I give it.  (7)  If thou therefore wilt worship me, all shall 
be thine.  (8)  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get 
thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship

the Lord thy God, and him only shaltǘƘƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ Satan would give Jesus the whole world if he would 
only survey the culture and develop a ministry approach that was culturally relevant. This could only be 
accomplished by coming to terms with the spirit of the world. If Jesus would do that, all would be his, 
ƴƻ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ƴƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ IŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ Ŏŀǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǘ ƻǊ άŎŀǎǘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴέ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ !ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǿŀǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ {ŀǘŀƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CƛǎƘΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
was to have forfeited the life giving force of the Cross. It was to pollute the redemptive blood of the 
Son of God. Death and sin would remain in the net, leaving the fish of humanity to perish in their sins.

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ {ŀǘŀƴ Ŏŀǎǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳΚ άLuke 4:8   And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shaltǘƘƻǳ ǎŜǊǾŜΦέ It is one thing to have a net cast before you 
and another ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜǘΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴΣ ǘƻ {ŀǘŀƴ ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ άDŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣέ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǾƻƳƛǘ 
[ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀ ƻǳǘΣ ǎƻ ƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ άƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƴŜǘ ƳŀƪŜǊΦέ



When Jesus uses an object in a parable, the natural qualities of the object are meant to give us information about a literal counterpart. In 
this case the simple fishing net is meant to give us an understanding of the final church Laodicea. What is true concerning the fishing net 
will be true of the Laodiceanchurch. We will take a look at some simple facts concerning fishing nets.

A.  The Purposes of the Net.

1. To enrich the owner of the net. There was only one reason a man in 
Biblical days would cast a net into the sea. It was to make money, obtain
food and enrich himself. 

2. hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ 
ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ άǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ǎǘǊŜŀƳέ ŦƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ 

3. [ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀΩǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǘ ƎŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
άbŜǘΣέ wŜǾ оΥмт  ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǳ ǎŀȅŜǎǘΣ L ŀƳ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƎƻƻŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΤ ΦΦΦΦέ

a. 2 Peter 2:1-3  But there were false prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring
in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themselves swift destruction.  (2)  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be
evil spoken of.  (3)  And through covetousness shall they with feigned words make merchandise of you:whose judgment now of a long 
time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not.

b. This is what the fisherman does with his net; he makes merchandise of the fish to be sold in the market. The parallel is plain, ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ 
CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƎǳǊǳǎ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ǎǘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘise. 

c. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎƛƴƎ ƳŀƭƭΚ άCŜƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎέ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘΦ Feigned - Only here in New Testament. From 
Plastos, to mould, as in clay or wax. The idea is, therefore, of words molded at will to suit their vain imaginations. - ±ƛƴŎŜƴǘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ {ǘǳŘȅ

ŘΦέ{Ƙŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎέΤ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǾƛǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ teacheth; whereby they cover 
themselves, and privily introduce their pernicious principles; and therefore new words and phrases are always to be suspected and guarded 
against, especially in articles of moment and importance: or with flattering words and fair speeches, great swelling words ofvanity, having 
ƳŜƴϥǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇƻƛƴǘΥέ - John Gill Exposition of theBible



John Gill 

John Gill gives us a special warning, άǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƘǊŀǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǳŀǊŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘΣέǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿ ǿƻǊŘǎΦ ²ƻǊŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΣέ άǇŀǊŀŘƛƎƳΣέ ŀƴŘ άŜƳŜǊƎŜƴǘΣέ ŀǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ 
ƭƛƪŜ ŎƘǳƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘ ƛǎ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ŘǊŀǿ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘ ƛƴΦΦ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ Ƴƻǎǘ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΦ

e.  L ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƻ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜƴ ƭƛƪŜ tŜǘŜǊΦ Lǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀōƻǳǘ wƛŎƪ ²ŀǊǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŀŘŘƭŜōŀŎƪ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ 
experimenting, surveying, crafting,  and forming a philosophy for church growth. With carefully crafted 
ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎΣ ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ άǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǊǊƻǿέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ 5ǊƛǾŜƴΣ {ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƻŀŘ-²ŀȅέ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŜŀŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ aƻƭŘŜŘ 
speeches are being bought and sold, which are carefully molded to please and attract the fish. Anointed 
preaching of the Word of God has been replaced by the crafted speeches that are acted out. 

4. Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά[ŀƻŘƛŎŜŀƴ ƴŜǘΦέ 
One of the reasons that the Holy Ghost speaks to us in such plain terms is that men we should be able to trust will mislead us with such 
deceptive terms that it will be difficult to not be deceived. Those men will often be the top leadership of the different  denominational 
groups.

1 Timothy 4:1-н άbƻǿ ǘƘŜ Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines 
of devils;  (2)  Speakinglies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a 
Ƙƻǘ ƛǊƻƴέΤ

a.  This was something that the Holy Ghost felt that the church must know. It
must be known that in thetime just before the Rapture of the church that there
would be many who would stop teaching the faith.  They would no longer teach
the doctrines of the faith from their pulpits. They would simply act out lies that 

were cleverly crafted and molded in order to gather the fish into the net. 

b.  Demons would be at work in the end time church. Seducing spirits would enter men and these men would seduce and recruit other
pastors, who would in turn corrupt their membership. 

c. bƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƴŜǘέ ōŜ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘΦ bƻǿ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎǊŀŦǘŜŘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎh often 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ŦƭŜǎƘ ǇƭŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΣ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ bŜǘΦέ



B. ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άbŜǘΦέ

1. Fishing nets are entrapment tools. 

a.  The net is a woven series of cells. Each cell linked to the other. Done in such a 
way  that the water can flow through and the fish are trapped.

b. ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊ CǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣέ άtǳǊǇƻǎŜ 
5ǊƛǾŜƴέ ŀƴŘ  ǘƘŜ D-12 movements it is the cell groups, sometimes referred to as 
ǘƘŜ άǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇέ ŦƻǊƳ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƴŜǘΦ

c.  The modern net is used to increase the harvest. It is not dependent on the Spirit
of God or the individual free will of the convert.

d.  A skilled fisherman targets the kind of fish he wants to catch. He goes to where 
he knows that they are. It is common to chum the waters with bait the peculiar fish crave. This will serve to gather more fish into the area 
he plans to drag his net through.

d. !ǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŜŘǳŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊǎ ƻǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊ Ǉǳǘ άǊŜ-ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀƳǇǎέ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ DƘƻǎǘ ǘƘat what 
they are being exposed to is wrong. If they persist on in the folly being seduced by the promise of church growth, they will find their 
ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƘŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜǇǊƻƻŦΦ ¢ƘŜ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴƛŎ ŘƻŎtrine the 
more they sear their conscience. Often what happens the affected pastors cease to be able to hear God. They will hear from demons that 
they will now recognize as God. The growth of their church will be nothing short of phenomenal. While Satan will always hinder the true 
Gospel, the Laodicean gospel, he will anoint with his own spirit. No wonder Jesus told the Laodicean pastor he was blind.

e. No fish comes to the area because of the net. Either their natural space is invaded or they are lured into trapping area by the tempting 
chum.

f.  The LaodiceanbŜǘ ǘŀǊƎŜǘǎ ŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ άMissionalέ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ŀƴ ŀƎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻǊ ŀƴ 
income level. The area is surveyed, the culture is studied and the chum that will draw the fish in is scattered into the trapping area. 

g. wƻŎƪ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘȅƳƴ ōƻƻƪ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǎƻΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛƴ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ƛǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ of the fish 
against the fish. The LaodcieanŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŀƴ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ 
ǘƻ ǘǊŀǇ ƘƛƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΣ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ άǎŜŜƪŜǊέ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦ



h.  wƛŎƪ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άaŜƎŀ-/ƘǳǊŎƘέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ 
ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ Ϧ{ŀŘŘƭŜōŀŎƪ ƛǎ ǳƴŀǇƻƭƻƎŜǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
ƻŦǘŜƴ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƭƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƪŜǎ ǘƻ ǊƻŎƪΦέ ά²Ŝ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ 
music the majority of people in our church listen to on the radio. Years ago, after being 
frustrated trying to please everyone I decided to survey our church. I passed out 3 x 5 
cards to everyone in the Crowd service and asked them to write down the Call Letters of 
the radio station they listened to...What we discovered was that 96% of our people said 
they listened to middle-of-the-road adult contemporary music."
(Rick Warren, Selecting Worship Music, July 29, 2002)

"I will admit that we have lost hundreds of potential members because of the style of 
music Saddleback uses. On the other hand, we have attracted thousands more because 
of our music."
(Rick Warren, Purpose Driven Church, p. 285)

i. aǊΦ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƛǎƘ ŦƭŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŀŘ ŦƛǎƘ ŀǊe attracted. If 
ƛǘǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎǊƻǿŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƴȅ ǊƻŎƪ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ά{ŜŜƪŜǊέ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴs would                

be no better and no worse than if they had gone into the church. The Rock concert might be 
i. better; at least the concert promoters are up front about what their end desire is. They want
ii. ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ά/ƘǳǊŎƘ DǊƻǿǘƘέ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŀƴǘto capture the fish. It is more than
iii. the price of a ticket that they want to reap. They want to capture, take control of, and use 
iv. the fish to build their own little kingdom.

2. Once the fish have gathered or been 
spotted the net is dropped into the 
water in such a way that the fish will 
not see or understand what the net is. 
The fish are often too distracted by the 
chum or natural food sources to notice 
the net. The other fish can block the 
view of the net.


