
Rev. 2:8.And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last, which was dead, 
and is alive;

The Destination- "And unto the church in Smyrna write" Who is this letter to? -The Angel of the church, which is the pastor of Smyrna. This 
is the message that he should give to his church. This sermon is very short compared to that of the other churches. Jesus hasno
condemnation for Smyrna. We should recognize the shortness of the sermon as an indication of how these people lived- the more righteous 
the lifestyle, the shorter the sermon. The word Smyrna is derived from the name of an herb, which when crushed gives off a sweet aroma. 
It was used to embalm the dead and the word has the meaning of bitterness. This is a prophetic name for this church because theysuffered 
bitterly. The time of Smyrna is from 100 AD to 312 AD. The church age actually started in 64 AD. Some church ages overlap. As100 AD 
brings one age to a close, another has already begun. We end this church age at 312 AD because it marks the time when Emperor
Constantine won total control over the Roman Empire. Constantine believed that he could use the church to unite the empire. He told the 
Christians they would no longer be persecuted if he were victorious in his struggle for command. There is always great dangerwhen the 
government seeks to use the church. There is a chance of the church becoming like the world rather than a place of worship.



Description- "These things saith the first and 
the last, which was dead, and is alive;" Why do 
you think he would refer to himself in this way 
when addressing of this church? He knows that 
this church will face death on a daily basis. To be 
a Christian during this time period was often to 
sign your own death warrant. If certain people 
found you to be a Christian you could become 
entertainment in the coliseum facing a gladiator, 
hungry lions, or some other wild beast. The 
Romans killed Christians by the millions for 
sport. He who is alive forever more tells this 
church not to fear death. It is not the end. Death 
is only a tunnel they must pass through to find 
eternal life.

20. Who is the angel of the church at Smyrna?
21. Who is speaking to the Pastor?
22. Why is Jesus speaking to the Pastor?
23. In Jesus description of himself what does he mean when he says "These things 
saiththe first and the last, which was dead, and is alive;"?

Rev. 2:9. I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know 

the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of 
Satan.



This Painting is called the last prayer,
notice the people hanging on the crosses

The Commendation- " I know thy works, and
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich)" 
Jesus had reviewed the works of this church. 
Smyrna was most effective in spreading the gospel. 
While they were being persecuted they were 
scattered throughout the world giving witness to 
the gospel. Some teach that the church will go 
through the Tribulation period that starts after 
chapter 4 of Revelation. Only a false church will go 
through the Tribulation. The true Christian church 
will have already been persecuted, already died on 
crosses, already been burned at the stake, and 
already been made slaves before the Tribulation 
begins. The Tribulation coming is for Israel and all 
other unbelievers. The true church will be taken in 
the rapture. 

"But thou art rich" How can they be rich if they have 
lost everything they had? What does Jesus mean? Jesus 
is in New Jerusalem (Heaven) as the golden streets are being laid, as 
the one hundred mile wide pearls are being set in the hinges for gates, as the precious 
jewels are being laid for the twelve foundations, as the water begins to flow from the river of life 
and the mansions are raised in pure gold. Jesus knows that everything they have on earth will pass away. He knows 
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heaven. 

"and I know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue of Satan�X�̂

Jesus is saying that he knows the Jews are lying about the people of Smyrna. There then was a group of Jews dedicated to the destruction of 
Christianity. They would spread stories about Christians to the Romans. The Romans would then use the stories against the Christians. God 
was telling this church that these people were not Jews- they only appeared to be. In their hearts they were evil and held Satanas their 
leader. There were four main accusations that the "Jews" placed upon the Christians. The first was of being atheists. Becausethere were no 
statues or images in their places of worship, their God must not exist. The Christians knew that no idol could ever reflect His glory and 
would only serve to lower the expectations of the believer.


