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Rev. 2:12 And to the angel of the churchRergamoswrite; These thingsaith he which hath the sharp sword with
two edges;

The DestinationThis letter was written to the Pastor of the churchRergamos




Our next church age begins around 312 A.D. with the churBfefamosThe namd”ergamoss derived from two Greek wordspérgos
which means tower or elevation andgdmos$ which means married. The words together mean married to the tower. This speaks of a tin
when the church was elevated to a place of power and was married to the world. The church and the state were united wstdetiri@n
and his successors. Each church represents a specific theological or doctrinal type. This age marks the creation ohtiteRusssén
Orthodox theology type. This was the merger of Christianity and pagan worship that originated at the tower of Babellyloid Ba

How is it that Easter bunnies lay chocolate Easter eggs? How did this custom become associated with the Christiarbfaiitis? A ra
considered to be a fertile animal. Thus the statement, "Multiplies like rabbits." Such animals were revered for thgyr Ténislitime
period will see fertility rituals added to the church service and Paganism introduced. The pagan mixture will becomeditefoahthis
church. This is the beginning of the Greek Orthodox type theology. This church has no end date because it is still vatl oaitdday
(as you continue reading it will become apparent which church fits into this category). )

How the age beginrdJp until about 312 A.D. there were 10 Caesars who persecuted angd
killed Christians. We spoke about this in the previous church. After Diocletian died thergs
a battle for the empire betweeMaxentiusand ConstantineMaxentiuswas a known
persecutor of the Christian church. Constantine dreamt and saw in a vision to conquer
sign of the cross. He promised Christians no more persecution would befall them once =
was placed on the throne. He needed the support of Christians to unite his empire. He (@& b i -
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renderings of this event, it was an Egyptimik a pagan fertility symbol. It was not actual :
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cross and God gave him great victory. This brought the reign of persecution to an end.
was the ending of the last church and the beginning of the next.

The pagan symbol mentioned above is one of the many that ha
slipped into Christianity. They are very similar to the true Christ
symbols and are meant to confuse the believer. This is the
deliberate plan of the devil. He enjoys confusion. Constantine was victorious and placed on the throne as
Emperor. He then built Constantinople, the capital city of the Byzantine Empire. He transformed the pagan
temples into Christian places of worship. The pagan statues were not torn down. They remained in place only
instead of being Isis or Diana they were given the new name of Mary. This practice grew and it became
commonplace in the church to simply rename these beautiful pagan statues as the saints of God.




Constantine told them that he would put his sword away. The church loved him and followed him. This church will begyodsy of
compromise before it is finished. The Christians followed Constantine. After so many years of persecution they did tiod kefestin of
Caesar. They were once willing to stand when the battle was fierce. They were willing to die for their beliefs. Thermwoasoattle, they
had a cathedral to worship in, the preacher on the public payroll and they were receiving honor at court. Everyone wasgrdspsy
had too much to lose by angering Caesar again. In Verse 12 Christ said that it is not Constantine who has the powerdefdtfe (@word
with two edges), it is | who have the power over your life and your death. | do not want you to compromise. | want ydaittdudel hold
the sword with two edges.

This sword is going to be important throughout history. Rome organized its divisions of governments into twoRygtesof Swrd" and
"Rod of Iron". In Roman times the sword was a symbol of the highest order of official authority. The right of swdBdJddiiswas

roughly equivalent to what we call the power of life and death. Governors of provinces were divided into higher and leseer cla
depending upon whether or not they had the power of the "sword". If they had the "Rod of Iron" they had the power to sesueRome

to death, but they had to send that person to Caesar to actually put that person to death. If they had the "Rod of Int&yamanted to

go to war in their province they needed permission from Caesar. Most often Caesar would agree with the decisions ofnlis gokier
Proconsul, who had his headquartersfsrgamoshad the "Right of Sword". At any moment he could use this power against Christians.
Constantine of course, had the "Right of Sword". Jesus said however, that He was the real bearer of the sword.

The Description "These thingsaith he which hath the sharp sword with two edgésthis is a stern way to start a sermon. This reference
the short Roman swordh very nasty weapon that could cut a man coming and going. The Romans had used this sword to conquer the
known world and had used it against the church to destroy many Christians.

The Lord was telling this church that they do not owe their existence to Constantine. He was telling them He is theoartie sass who
gave Constantine the vision to end persecution. He was the one with the power of the sword and the power over life anthe éatid
was to be feared, not Rome.

33. Who is the angel of the churchR¢rgamo8

34. Who is speaking to the Pastor?

35. Why is Jesus saying to the Pastor?

36. In Jesus description of himself "These thsggthhe which hath the sharp sword with two edges;"What does He mean?

Rev.2:13 know thy works and where thoulwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thboldestfast my name, and
hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you,
where Satardwelleth.



What are the works Christ is talking about? Again, the work of the church is the spreading of the Gospel to the world.

Commendation"where thoudwellestt S @Sy ¢ KSNB Thidisialpidce Sataa $sksito card@pt the church with Pagamisrd. "
thou holdestfast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you where Satadwelleth.&

This is an important statement. It refers to an actual historic event that happened Rdafgamitechurch age. When Constantine began to
use the church to unite the empire he found Christian to be little different from pagan in certain respects. The PagamsveéiRo
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doctrine would cause dispute. A controversy broke in the Roman Empire involving the Christian church (this has beetoraetined

Arian Controversy). A Bishop named Arias began casting doubts about Jesus being God and man. He stated the Jesus ttwild not be
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the church believed this heresy. A controversy arose between those who believed in the Holy Trinity and those who wete willin
compromise the Christian faith.

That is why Jesus said, "I know where you are dwelling and have held fast and not denied the faith.” There was an ddtuetl teedn
place to protect faith in Jesus Christ, as we know Him today. We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God; edhueteas his
birth, and became human while fully remaining God. After His death he remains as God and man. He rose from the deaatethdtis se
the right hand of God the Father.

This event was a meeting that took place in a small city in Asia Minor datted Constantine
gathered all of the church leaders and clergy into a conference. These men were all surv
of the persecution period. They were tough Christians who were not willing to give up an'i #
of their faith. There was a debate on what the Christian faith was. They determined a forr %
to would protect the Christian faith for all men. The basic foundations of Biblical doctrine "2
not always clear to everyone that picks up a Bible. The men studied the scriptures and b §
hammer out the kinks. The controversy had to be solved. It was tearing the church apart p
Because someone began to teach contrary to the sound doctrine of the church that st00(
many years, a creed was written. This creed was made to preserve the faith and preserv ; ",L f.
name of Christ and all that He was and will always be. This creedh8ab@nCreed. To not
believe in the words found in it is to not be part of the Orthodox Christian faith. People wt g
not believe in the Holy Trinity are outside of the Orthodox Christian faith. |

~Council ofNicea



TheNiceanCreed states:

We believe in one God, the Father-Abvereign, maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; andLiardrkesus
Christ, and the only begotten Son of God, Begotten of the Father before all the ages, Light of Light, true God of trega®e nbt
made, of one substance with the Father, through whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation camerdalia fro
heavens, and was made flesh of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became man, and was crucified for us undetd®enting Pi
suffered and was buried, and rose again on the third day according to the Scriptures, and ascended into the heavensnahne sght
hand of the Father, and comes again with glory to judge living and dead, of whose kingdom there shall be no end: aralyiis et Hhe
Lord and the Lifgiver, that proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the Son is worshipped together and gloriigetogho
spoke through the prophets: in one holy catholic and apostolic church: We acknowledge one baptism unto remission ofisokstone
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the age to come. Amen.
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with paganism. Antipas was a committed Christian in a time where people wanted him to compromise. He was approached and aske
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hollow brass bull. The people would keep it in the fire until it wastretd Antipas was roasted alive when they placed hindsif you

share the testimony of Antipasefusing to give in to the worldhen you may face that kind of torture one day. Jesus takés abwhat

you have done. It is much harder to stand for your faith when Christians are being roasted instead of receiving outpiobleegsgs.
Anyone can stand up for the truth when everyone is for the truth. Who can stand up for the truth when nobody is for tRe/eudine

almost coming to that place in our society today. We face the same question, "Who will stand for what is right?" Christerdsgpthis
church in their willingness to defend the orthodox faith. Though there are unorthodox beliefs, their basic belief is dumo@ristian

faith.

37. What does Jesus mean bkhow thy works?

38. Why does Jesus sd&ven whered | (1 seyt@®

39. What does Jesus mean ant thou holdestfast my name, and hast not denied my faitl?

40. What does Jesus mean hereven in those days wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you,
where Satardwelleth."?

Rev. 2:14. But | have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, who Balgtto cast
a stumblingblockbefore the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication.
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the name Baal about 63 times in the Bible referring to the kind of pagan worship we will read
about next. What is the doctrine of Balaam? The story of Balaam can be found in the Book of
Numbers starting in Chapter 22. Balaam was a prophet of God. Israel was going through the
of the Moabites. Theirkingala& 1y S¢ GKIG y2 2yS 0O02dzZ R 32
feared the Israelites. He made the mistake of believing prophets had the power of God. He
believed whatever a prophet said would happen, happened. Ralgchired Balaam to use this
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if he could prophesy against Israel. God answered Balaam with a definite "no". Balaam
approached Kingalacand told him, "God said no. | cannot go with yoBalacoffered more
money and Balaam again asked God. God told him to go and prophesy, but to only speak the
words given by the Lord.

Did you know that sometimes you can pray, pray and pray about something until God will fina
say, "OK". That does not mean that your payer will have His blessing. It means He knows tha
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adultery. If we were interested in hearing what God wants, the prayer would be answered the
first time. Instead we are interested in what our flesh desires. We ask and ask until God says,
ahead". Your prayer is not blessed. You are getting the results you want through your power «
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witchcratft.

Balaam went to prophesy against Israel and the Lord was very angry. While he was traveling on his donkey to do hisheiddakely t
saw an angel with a sword standing in front of them. The angel was sent by God to kill Balaam, but the donkey bumpedtBalaaat i
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enough it is often hard to tell which donkey is talking to which. Then Balaam saw the angel and the told Balaam, "thbaksakey your
life-L &l & 3JI2Ay3A G2 (Atf &2dzdb . I f | | ‘BalatakeBall. TheFahgel Apbkd Bayirig SyolRakeR)9ing to

go and this is what you will do."

God made an example of the Israelites. They prayed for idols and fertility symbols. God answered their prayers, butet&l thenh He
placed them in bondage to those who invented the idols. The Israelites were in captivity for 70 years. After their rete&sbiion they
did not pursue idol worship, they had gotten their fill of idols. They had learned their lesson.



Our story continues with Balaam. He went back to lBajcto perform the prophecy against Israel, but the angel had instructed him to
only say what God told him to. The King was waiting for Balaam to curse Israel. Balaam opened his mouth and all he ashlesso w
Israel. This made Kimalacfurious! Of course, he would not pay for something he did not receive. Balaam then said, "I cannot stop Isre
with my words. All you have to do is send your women lie with the men of Israel. The Jewish men will marry the womerwantethe

will lead them into worshiping/lolech(the Moabite god). Then, the God of Israel will turn against His people and you will have your des
accomplished." Balaam taugBalacto cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel.
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more he prayed the better his chances at being right. When God says a thing is wrong, it is wrong. God will never bd.¢bkHapte
changed His mind He would be. Something wrong is intrinsically wabmgys has been, always will. The substance of sin caer bev

right. Sin is sin. Second, Balaam taught the people to sin. He told the King how to introduce the holy sanctified mentofaGessuous,
Pagan style of worship. He knew they could be corrupted by fornication and adultery. Jewish babies would be sadbtitechtpassing
their seed through the fire and turning God into an enemy. God was tellinBéhgamosChurch they were teaching the doctrine of Balaam
to my people. They were eating things sacrificed unto idols. God used the story of Balaam to relay the message of Pagangsthesn
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Where did Baal worship come from? It started in the very beginning with Adam and Eve. When Adam chose to sin the huraan race w
fallen. As men multiplied, immorality, ungodliness, rebellion, occult, and witchcraft multiplied as well. God was grieledkeshdipon the
Earth saying,I'will destroy man whom | have created from the face of the earth; both man, and beast, and the creeping thing, and the
fowls of the air; for itrepentethme that | have made them. (Gen 6:7 KadV)

(Deu18:9-12 KJV) "When thou art come into the land which the Lord thy @meth thee, thoushalt not learn to do after the
abominations of those nations. There shall not be found among you anyone thaketh his son or his daughter to pass through the fire,
or that usethdivination, or an observer of times, or an enchanter, or a witch, or a charmer, or a consulter with familiar spirits, or a
wizard, or a necromancer. For all that do these are an abomination unto the LORD: and because of these abominations thbyLORD
God doth drive them out from before thee".
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astrology, tarot cards, and anything else of that nature. Enchanters, witches, and charmers are people who cast speliéiomskend

call upon God for the performance of their acts. Consulters of familiar spirits, wizards, and necromancers are those sédamé¢eddand
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We have our cards read or psychic readings done just for fun. We read our Chinese Horoscope when we go to a Chinege restauran
Remember the devil is subtle. All of these things have crept into our lives and have received total acceptance. A fewéeanscagd we
would have been burned at the stake for committing any one of these abominations. The Lord makes it clear how He fetblssgbout
things. They are abominations.






